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2Definition
These are the three main categories of explosive ordnance
that contaminate conflict and post-conflict areas, posing a
threat to civilians.

2Something to Think About
Anti-personnel mines are a widespread global problem,
affecting nearly 60 countries and territories around the world.
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2Did You Know That...
As the number of global conflicts rises, are the world's mine
action organizations equipped to handle the massive
increase in contamination? What happens if they can't keep
up?

2Something to Think About
The conflict in Ukraine has contaminated so much farmland
that it has taken about 10% of the planet's most productive
agricultural soil out of use, impacting global food security.

3Definition
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) are homemade bombs.
When designed to be triggered by a person, they are
functionally the same as anti-personnel mines.

5Something to Think About
The scale of destruction in Gaza is immense, with an
estimated 41 million tons of rubble to clear, a task made
incredibly dangerous by the high likelihood of unexploded
bombs mixed within it.
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6Did You Know That...
"Voluntary contributions to the voluntary trust fund for
assistance in mine action decreased from $125 million to $46
million over the past seven years."

6Did You Know That...
Why do you think funding for cleaning up explosive weapons is
decreasing at the same time that spending on creating and
buying new weapons is at an all-time high?

7Did You Know That...
With several countries now withdrawing from disarmament
treaties, what does this mean for the future of international
laws designed to protect civilians during war?

8Interesting Facts
Lithuania's withdrawal from the Convention on Cluster
Munitions was a historic and troubling event, as it was the first
time a country has ever formally left a UN disarmament treaty.

9Did You Know That...
What geopolitical factors might be causing a cluster of
countries in the same region to withdraw from the Anti-
Personnel Mine Ban Convention at the same time?

9Did You Know That...
Even among countries that have signed the Anti-Personnel
Mine Ban Convention, 31 of them are behind schedule on their
legal obligation to clear all mines from their territory.
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13Definition
This is a global agreement that establishes commitments for
member states to manage ammunition safely and securely
throughout its entire lifecycle, from manufacturing to disposal.
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15Definition
This concept recognizes that mine action is not just a
humanitarian task but is also essential for enabling long-term
development and building sustainable peace.

16Something to Think About
In 2023, Myanmar surpassed all other countries in the number
of people killed or injured by landmines and other explosive
remnants of war.

17Interesting Facts
Climate change is creating new challenges for mine action.
For example, flooding can wash landmines into previously
safe areas like villages and farm fields.

17Did You Know That...
How should mine clearance strategies be adapted to account
for the unpredictable effects of climate change, such as
floods and heavy rains moving mines to new locations?
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18Did You Know That...
Violence against children in conflict is getting worse, with a
35% jump in the number of children killed or maimed in a
single year.

19Did You Know That...
Clearance operations have a huge impact. In one year in Iraq,
an area of land equivalent to over 700 soccer fields was
cleared and returned to communities.

19Definition
Mine Action refers to a range of activities aimed at reducing
the social, economic, and environmental impact of explosive
ordnance. This includes clearance, risk education, and victim
assistance.

18Did You Know That...
The report states that children are often more likely to handle
explosive items out of curiosity. How can risk education be
made more effective to protect the most vulnerable and
curious members of society?

19Interesting Facts
Mine clearance isn't just about humanitarian aid; it's also a
critical part of peacekeeping, as it allows peacekeepers to
safely patrol and monitor ceasefire agreements.
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20Definition
An Explosive Hazard Assessment is a survey conducted to
identify the presence and extent of explosive ordnance
contamination in a specific area, such as a building or plot of
land.

21Interesting Facts
In Abyei, mine action teams use creative methods like
theatrical plays to teach children about the dangers of
explosive ordnance in a way that is engaging and easy to
understand.

22Interesting Facts
In Afghanistan, using mixed-gender teams for risk education
helps ensure that safety messages can reach women and
children inside their homes, overcoming cultural barriers.
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22Interesting Facts
These are the three main categories of explosive ordinance
that contaminate conflict and post-conflict areas, posing a
threat to civilians.

23Did You Know That...
In Yemen, a country heavily contaminated with explosive
ordnance, UNICEF's safety education programs have reached
over 1.7 million people.

26Interesting Facts
To ensure life-saving messages reach everyone, risk
education materials in Yemen are being produced in sign
language for children and adults with hearing impairments.

27Interesting Facts
Modern technology is being used to spread mine safety
information. UNHCR uses platforms like WhatsApp to quickly
share warnings and safety tips with refugees and displaced
people.
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29Did You Know That...
UNICEF provided direct support—including cash, medical care,
and psychosocial support—to more than 5,500 child victims of
explosive ordnance in a single year.

30Definition
The official definition of "victim" in mine action is broad,
encompassing not only the individual directly harmed but
also their family and the wider community that suffers from
the consequences.

31Definition
A "survivor" is a specific type of victim—one who was directly
involved in an explosive ordnance incident and survived, often
with injuries or impairments.



10©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026

32Definition
South-South Cooperation is a framework of collaboration
among countries of the Global South, where developing
nations share knowledge, skills, and resources to address
common challenges.

33Interesting Facts
Countries that have successfully dealt with their own
landmine contamination, like Cambodia, are now training and
sharing their expertise with other affected nations like Ethiopia,
Nigeria, and Somalia.
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34Something to Think About
The scale of risk education in Ukraine is massive, with over one
million children taught how to stay safe from explosive threats.
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46Did You Know That...
The Global Protection Cluster, which coordinates mine action
within the broader humanitarian system, worked to protect a
staggering 41 million people from explosive threats in 2024.

48Interesting Facts
Mine action enables broader development. Once land is
cleared in Viet Nam, it is used not just for farming but for
building climate-resilient homes and community health
clinics.

49Interesting Facts
Other humanitarian agencies, like the World Food Programme,
now directly include mine action in their planning because
their work depends on having safe roads and cleared
farmland.

48Definition
Mine action is considered an "enabler" because clearing land
of explosive ordnance is a necessary first step that allows for
other crucial activities, like farming, building schools, and
delivering aid, to proceed safely.
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51Did You Know That...
To protect peacekeepers, over 6,000 African Union personnel
in Somalia were trained on how to recognize and respond to
explosive threats.

51Did You Know That...
In the Central African Republic, over 2,700 peacekeepers
received training in explosive risk awareness to help them
operate more safely.

52Interesting Facts
In Colombia, mine action is being used as part of the peace
and justice process to hold perpetrators accountable for
using landmines during the armed conflict.

52Definition
Transitional Justice refers to the ways countries emerging
from periods of conflict and repression address large-scale or
systematic human rights violations.
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53Did You Know That...
Specialized UN teams trained hundreds of peacekeepers and,
importantly, certified nearly 200 national instructors who can
now conduct training in their own countries.

54Did You Know That...
These are the three main categories of explosive ordinance
that contaminate conflict and post-conflict areas, posing a
threat to civilians.

55Interesting Facts
In another example of inclusive education, the first-ever risk
awareness video in sign language was created in the Central
African Republic to reach the deaf and hard-of-hearing
community.

55Interesting Facts
Young people are being empowered to protect their own
communities. In the West Bank, a youth committee was
created to teach their peers in refugee camps about the
dangers of explosive ordnance.

54Definition
This is specialized training given to peacekeepers and other
personnel before they are deployed to a mission area where
they are likely to encounter IEDs.

57Did You Know That...
What specific policies or changes could mine action
organizations implement to better support female deminers
and ensure they have equal opportunities for career
advancement?

56Interesting Facts
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, there is a formal
effort to ensure women are involved not just in field operations
but also in making high-level decisions about the country's
mine action strategy.
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61Interesting Facts
In response to growing threats, the UN Secretary-General has
launched a new global campaign to strengthen disarmament
treaties and promote mine action.

62Definition
National Ownership is the principle that affected countries
should lead their own mine action programs, with the
international community providing support rather than
direction.

59Did You Know That...
Who should be responsible for leading this "renewed
advocacy"? Governments, the UN, non-governmental
organizations, or ordinary citizens?

60Did You Know That...
If a country that has banned landmines receives them from
another country, even for training or disposal, does that
violate the spirit of the treaty? Where should the line be
drawn?

62Did You Know That...
For a country just emerging from a devastating conflict with
many competing priorities (healthcare, education, rebuilding),
how can its government justify prioritizing and funding mine
action?
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69Definition
Non-State Armed Groups are organized, armed groups that
are not part of a country's official military or state security
forces. They are often involved in civil wars or insurgencies.

66Did You Know That...
How can the mine action community attract more diverse
and predictable funding instead of relying on a few donors
who react mainly to high-profile emergencies?

68Did You Know That...
What can be done to ensure that when a UN peacekeeping
mission leaves a country, the local mine action capacity
doesn't collapse, leaving civilians at risk?

69Did You Know That...
Since IEDs can be made from common materials, how can the
international community effectively combat their production
and use by non-state armed groups?

70Did You Know That...
How can mine action organizations ensure they are truly
listening to and meeting the specific needs of all community
members, including women, children, the elderly, and people
with disabilities?



72Did You Know That...
Given the extreme dangers involved, what motivates
deminers and other mine action professionals to do this life-
threatening work every day?

18©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026


	GLOBAL MODEL UN SINGAPORE 2026
	STUDY
	FOURTH COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	Definition
	Something to Think About
	Did You Know That...
	Something to Think About
	Did You Know That...
	Did You Know That...

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Definition
	Something to Think About

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...
	Did You Know That...

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Definition
	Interesting Facts

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Interesting Facts
	Did You Know That...

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...
	Definition

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Definition

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...
	Interesting Facts

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...
	Did You Know That...

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...
	Did You Know That...
	Interesting Facts

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Interesting Facts
	Definition

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...
	Definition

	©GlobalModelUNSingapore2026
	Did You Know That...


