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00Definition
The midterm review was launched by the UN General
Assembly to evaluate global and national progress in
implementing the Sendai Framework’s goals. It helps identify
gaps, share lessons learned, and recommend strategies for
accelerating disaster risk reduction efforts by 2030.

00Definition
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 is
the United Nations' global agreement that guides countries in
reducing the risk and impact of disasters by focusing on
prevention, preparedness, and building resilience to both
natural and man-made hazards.
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03Definition
A landlocked country is entirely surrounded by land and has
no direct access to the sea or ocean.

04Definition
Multi-hazard early warning systems integrate forecasts and
real-time alerts for different types of hazards like storms,
floods, or epidemics, helping communities respond in time

06aDid You Know That...
According to the most up-to-date figures from the UNDRR’s
Sendai Framework Monitor, From 2015 to 2023, the average
annual global disaster-related deaths (excluding COVID-19)
stood at 41,683 people per year. This is a slight decrease
compared to the previous period, but still a very significant
number.

06bDid You Know That...
Over 400,000 people were affected by disasters every day
during this period. This scale of exposure is a strong reminder,
of how widespread disaster impacts are even outside of major
headlines and it highlights how crucial it is to invest in
prevention and preparedness

06cInteresting Facts
While earlier reports estimated global disaster-related
economic losses at over US$330 billion annually (around 1% of
GDP), updated Sendai Framework Monitor data covering 2015–
2023 shows the average is now closer to US$200 billion per
year, about 0.3% of the GDP of reporting countries. However,
UNDRR notes that certain cascading, ecosystem, and
macroeconomic impacts push the total lost toll to around
US$ 2.3 trillion globally, once systemic effects are considered
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06dInteresting Facts
From 2015 to 2023, disasters destroyed or damaged an
average of 92,199 critical infrastructure units and facilities per
year, including schools, hospitals, and water or power
systems. It is evident that the number has decreased in 2022-
2023. Several possible reasons could be Improved resilience
and protection of infrastructure in some regions, Changes in
reporting coverage or methodology or even Fewer high-
impact disaster events in the final two years (2022–2023).

06eInteresting Facts
131 countries have reported having a national DRR strategy
aligned with the Sendai Framework as of late 2023

06fInteresting Facts
More than one-third of UN Member States have either given or
received DRR-focused development assistance in the past
decade, but the majority of countries weren’t engaged in
either direction, showing untapped potential in global disaster
cooperation. For now, international aid for prevention is still
limited to a relatively small group of donor countries.

06fSomething to Think About
Why is so little funding allocated to prevention when it is often
more cost-effective than response?

07Interesting Facts
According to global statistics, disaster-related deaths are
much higher in the most vulnerable countries, despite global
frameworks in place.
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09Something to Think About
If disaster data doesn't reflect differences in age, gender, or
disability, whose needs are overlooked in planning and
response? What happens when evacuation routes aren't
accessible, shelters aren't safe for women, or aid doesn't
reach older people? Remember that data gaps don’t just
affect reports, they shape who lives and who is left behind.

10Interesting Facts
The Sendai Framework’s 38 global indicators were developed
to track progress toward its seven targets - ranging from
reducing disaster mortality and economic losses to improving
early warning systems and risk governance. These indicators
cover all four priorities of the Framework. A dedicated
Open‑ended Intergovernmental Expert Working Group
(OIEWG) crafted and agreed upon these indicators and
terminology to standardize global reporting. They are closely
aligned with several SDG indicators, particularly targets 1.5, 11.5,
11.b, and 13.1, to ensure a coherent global measurement
approach
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13Interesting Facts
The name “DesInventar” comes from Spanish combining
“desastres” (disasters) and “inventario” (inventory). It was
originally developed in Latin America to document overlooked
disaster losses, and is now used worldwide to help countries
build local disaster databases and systematically track and
analyze disaster impacts.

15Definition
The systemic nature of risk refers to how different types of risks
are interconnected across sectors and can trigger cascading
effects. Rather than occurring in isolation, risks, such as those
linked to climate change, pandemics, or financial crises
interact with social, economic, environmental, and
technological systems. This interdependence means a single
event can generate widespread disruptions, amplifying
vulnerabilities and overwhelming response mechanisms.
Understanding risk as systemic emphasizes the need for
integrated, cross-sectoral disaster risk reduction strategies.

16Something to Think About
What happens when disaster risks interact with ongoing
conflict or political instability? How can one type of crisis
worsen another? 

16Definition
Structural risk drivers include poverty, poor governance, or
inequality and conditions that worsen disaster impacts and
slow recovery.
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17Interesting Facts
Tools like the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index go beyond
GDP to measure how exposed a country is to shocks including
pandemics, conflict, and disasters. These indices help shift
attention from how rich a country is to how resilient it needs to
be

20Something to Think About
If donor funding often supports equipment and technology,
what might be the impact of placing more emphasis on
building local capacity like training people to interpret and
apply data effectively?
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28Something to Think About
Disaster risk, climate adaptation, and sustainable
development are deeply linked. Why do these three areas
often have separate government bodies and funding
streams? How could a country better integrate them to
improve efficiency and outcomes?

23Something to Think About
This highlights a common governance challenge: a
disconnect between national policy and local action. What
specific barriers could be preventing national strategies from
being effectively implemented by local governments?

26Definition
A "siloed" approach means that different government
departments such as Environment, Health, and Finance work
in isolation without coordinating.

22Definition
The Risk Information Exchange (RiX) is an open-access
platform created by UNDRR that serves as a centralized hub
for disaster risk data. It aggregates datasets on hazards,
exposure, vulnerability, loss and damage, and related impacts
—drawing from global to local sources. RiX is designed to be
compatible, standardized, and scalable, helping governments,
planners, and humanitarian partners access quality risk
information to inform early warnings, investments, and
resilience-building activities

26Interesting Facts
The COVID-19 pandemic, despite its devastation, served as a
catalyst. It forced governments to recognize that a health
crisis is also an economic, social, and logistical crisis,
highlighting the critical need for breaking down agency silos.
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32Interesting Facts
This alarming statistic highlights how climate change is
increasingly driving the frequency and intensity of disasters
around the world

32Something to Think About
Official Development Assistance overwhelmingly favors post-
disaster recovery over pre-disaster prevention. Why does this
imbalance exist, and how can the international community
shift its financial priorities toward proactive risk reduction?
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37Definition
Adaptive Social Protection refers to systems like cash transfers
or food assistance that are designed to expand rapidly during
crises, helping vulnerable populations respond to shocks such
as floods, droughts, or other disasters by linking social support
directly to risk management.

41Something to Think About
The private financial sector focuses on reacting to disasters
while leaving prevention entirely to governments. How can
governments create policies and incentives to make risk
prevention a profitable and necessary concern for private
investors?
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42Something to Think About
The private sector is increasingly focused on climate risk, but
why does this focus often exclude other hazards like
earthquakes, pandemics, or technological failures? What can
be done to promote a more comprehensive, "all-hazards"
approach in the business community?

43Definition
Catastrophe bonds, disaster-linked debt clauses and
resilience bonds are types of contingent financing, financial
tools designed to release funds quickly after a disaster. They
help governments respond without having to divert money
from long-term development or recovery plans.

43Definition
The Group of Seven (G7) is an intergovernmental organization
of seven major advanced economies: Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United
States. They meet regularly to coordinate economic policy
and address global challenges.

45Definition
The Vulnerable Group of Twenty (V20) is a coalition of finance
ministers from climate-vulnerable developing countries.
Originally formed by 20 nations in 2015, it now includes 68
members. The group advocates for climate finance, economic
resilience, and global support to address the disproportionate
impact of climate change on their economies.
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48Something to Think About
Post-disaster recovery often focuses on rebuilding quickly
rather than rebuilding stronger. How can governments and
aid organizations balance the urgent need for recovery with
the crucial opportunity to "build back better" and reduce
future vulnerability?

50Did You Know That...
According to statistics, despite progress, a third of the world's
population lacks access to the early warnings that could save
their lives. 

50Something to Think About
Early warning systems are only effective if they reach
everyone. What specific measures must be taken to ensure
that warnings and recovery support are accessible to women,
persons with disabilities, rural communities, and minorities?
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52Interesting Facts
This statistic highlights a significant gender imbalance in
disaster response leadership, a key issue in ensuring equitable
recovery efforts.

55Interesting Facts
Sendai Framework is not a standalone document; it is
supported by specific action plans within the UN system to
ensure a coordinated and effective approach to helping
countries build resilience.

54Something to Think About
If a country cannot accurately measure its losses after a
disaster, how can it effectively plan for recovery, prioritize
resources, or make a case for international aid? What
technologies or methods could help close these data gaps?

54Definition
The Post-Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) is an
internationally accepted methodology for determining the
physical damages, economic losses, and costs of meeting
recovery needs after a natural disaster through a
government-led process. It forms the basis for a recovery
plan.
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58Interesting Facts
The concept of human insecurity goes beyond physical safety,
it includes lack of access to healthcare, education, stable
income, and dignity, all of which are threatened by disasters.

58Something to Think About
If risks like pandemics or climate change cross borders and
affect future generations, can any single nation combat them
alone? What kinds of international cooperation can be done in
order to tackle such risks?

62Definition
An "all-of-society" approach means that responsibility for
disaster risk reduction is shared among all stakeholders,
including national and local governments, the private sector,
civil society organizations, scientific institutions, and individual
citizens.
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65Definition
Interoperability of data and information means that
information systems from different agencies or even different
countries can easily connect and share data with each other.
This prevents data from being "stuck" in one department and
allows for a more comprehensive understanding of risk.

69Interesting Facts
The report suggests using "crowd-sourcing" for data
collection. This could involve citizens reporting local flood
levels through an app or sharing observations on social
media, providing real-time information to disaster managers.
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73Something to Think About
Why is it not enough to only study the hazard, for example an
earthquake's magnitude? Why is understanding a
community's vulnerabilities, such as poorly built homes and
exposure (people living in a high-risk zone) just as, if not more,
important?

74Definition
Intersecting vulnerabilities describe how multiple
disadvantages, such as poverty, age, gender, or minority
status can overlap and increase a person’s overall risk in a
disaster. For example, someone who is both elderly and part of
a marginalized group may face greater challenges than
others during a crisis.

77Interesting Facts
This means disaster risk information should not be limited to
emergency managers. It should be a core part of how
relevant governmental bodies make decisions about long-
term national development
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81Something to Think About
If disaster risk is everyone's responsibility, does that mean it's
no one's responsibility? How can a government ensure clear
accountability when responsibility is spread across many
different ministries and social actors?

82Interesting Facts
Instead of having a "disaster management sector," the goal is
for all sectors (health, education, agriculture, finance) to work
in a way that produces the outcome of reduced risk and
increased resilience for the whole country.
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89Something to Think About
How can the government ensure that the voices of
marginalized groups are not only heard, but also have an
influential impact in disaster planning? What specific barriers
might prevent their participation?

91Interesting Facts
Scientific data is not the only valid source of information.
Indigenous communities often possess generations of
knowledge about local ecosystems, weather patterns, and
hazard cycles that can be invaluable for building resilience.
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96Interesting Facts
This points to a major problem for vulnerable nations: taking
on debt to rebuild after a disaster can lower their credit rating,
making future borrowing even more expensive and creating a
vicious cycle of debt and disaster vulnerability.

99Definition
The "Bridgetown Initiative" is a major advocacy effort, led by
Barbados, aimed at reforming the global financial system. It
calls for changes to how institutions like the World Bank and
IMF provide funding, especially for climate action and
development in vulnerable countries, to make finance more
accessible and fair.
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101Something to Think About
In a case when insurance companies should not just pay out
claims after a disaster, but should actively invest in preventing
them, why would this be in an insurance company's self-
interest? What kind of incentive would a government need to
provide?

103Definition
"Residual risk" is the amount of risk that remains even after all
possible prevention and mitigation measures have been
taken. Since it's impossible to eliminate all risk, mechanisms
like insurance are needed to cope with the impacts of
disasters that still occur.
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109Something to Think About
How can humanitarian aid (which is often short-term) be
designed to also contribute to long-term resilience? For
example, instead of just providing temporary shelters, could
aid agencies help build disaster-resistant housing?
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115Something to Think About
Why are wealthier countries often better able to make
progress on the Sendai Framework? What specific challenges
do low-income and developing countries face in
implementing these recommendations, and what kind of
international support is most needed?

119Something to Think About
If traditional economic metrics like GDP are poor measures of
progress because they don't account for environmental
damage or rising inequality. What alternative metrics could a
country use to measure its success in a way that prioritizes
sustainability and well-being?
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