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L Introduction

1..0n 22 December 2015, the General Assembly adopted decision 73/546 on convening
a conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction, in which it entrusted to the Secretary-General the
convening. no later than 2019, of a conference on that topic. It also requested the
Secretary-General o convene annual sessions of the Canference. Following this
mandate, the Secreary-General convened the first session in November 2019, with
subsequent annual sessions held in 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023,

2. In a coreespondence dated 2 August 2024, the Permanent Mission of Mauritania to
the United Nations, as the President-designat of the it session of the Conference,
invited the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to prepir &
background document fo the consideration of the Conference at its ifh session. The
present document i hereby submited following that request,

1L The Convention
3. TRICORVEAHiGR on the Prohibition of the Developmen, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction is an intemational treaty whose
main object and purpose i fo exclude compltely the possibiliy of the use of FNGHNGH

To u slobal verification regime to. monitor the
destruction of and prven he recergence of
chemical weapons,as well a to montor he prodution, processing and

 wfuna ()

3 Interesting Facts

The Chemical Weapons Convention has 193
State Parties. One State (israel) has signed but
not ratified the Convention, while further
three (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
Eqypt, and South Sudan) have neither signed
nor ratified - thus preventing complete
universalisation of the CWC,

. Definition

der the CWC, chemical weapons are
defined in three parts. It includes toxic
chemicals and their precursors, except when
used for  purposes

specificall y designed to inflict h
jeath through release of
any equipment specifically designed

direq
employment of

regardless of whether t i specfically lsted in
the Convention or fts Annexes (including the
three schedules of chemical), s considered a
chemical weapon. A full legal definition is
provided in  Article Il of the Chemical
Weapons Convention.

. Did You Know That

As of 315t August 2025, the world's declared
chemical weapons stockpile totalled 72304
metric tonnes.

OWIMUNNY26
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consumption of|
The Convention contains provisions for inernational cooperation fo support the
peaceful and authorized uses of chemistry, as well as for assistance and protection
‘against the use or threat of use of such weapons. The Convention entered into force
on 29 April 1997.

 wfuna ()

. Definition

Tore remicl meansany chical whic v 5
chemial acon on Ife proceses an cause death
lemwvz incapaciatior
umans o amials. Thi incudes all such chemicals
veqald\es) of et ongi or of hey mehod of
uction, rilss of whether they. are
Broduced i tacitis n munitions of dsewhare A
{2l Gefnftion s provided i Arice o te Chemice

1t means Industrial, agricultral, research, medical,

of .
rireaman g domesi o oo purpess

3 Interesting Facts

These impertan rosions s utined i Aric X/ of
s Conve rage

mime that invites scientiss,
nneers, and echnlogial specalsts ram Member

requirements for peaceful lagal and secure uses of
chemisry

3 Interesting Facts

Artide X of the Chemical Wespons Conventior
o fo_sitace

chemical weapors. For the

Chststance: eans the coorcinaon and delivery 1o
tates Partiesof protection against chemical weapors.
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4

The Comcnion cxablses » ESTEEENRIRRTRIRRSTIEY i coush e
climination of all declared chemical weapons stockpiles and production
T pamc: o the Convention must never develop, produce, acquire.
stockpile or use chemical weapons, or transfer them (o other parties. They must
destroy any chemical weapons that they own o possess or that they abandoned on the
territory of another State party. Furthermore, they must destroy or convert facilities
that they own or possess that were involved in the production of chemical weapons.

The global climination ipons rests on
Convenion by all Sfafés and compliance of all States parties with their obligations.

 wfuna ()

Something to Think About

OPCW work tegether with State
general

economical and_technological development
of States under CWC Article XI?

4 Interesting Facts

The OPCW confirmed that the last chemical

rocket filed with
approximately 4.5 kg of sarin nerve agent.

Something to Think About

do_disagreements over compliance,

enforcement, and the attribution of chemical

© (. scentifically linking a

its source) _reflect

broatier confics between major” powers

have these frictions affected

bershi Executive _Councll,

Indensinel the autheriy of e OPCW and
eroded multilateralism?
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5. The global climination

por

rests on

Interesting Facts

e CWC estalished the Organization for
Wea

finding tools to_determine potential non-
compliance ~ before the ~ Article  Xil
enforcement mechanisms are invoket

rtide IX provides the framework for
iwiating 3 danll:almn request. The situation
yria, for example, led to a darification
request when e OPCW ' Secrtariat
identified significant gaps and omissions in
Them\al weapons program.

st
investigate suspicions of nomcomplance with
aty.

While Aticle X s meant to iy ambiguous
situations Article XIl is the ultimate
“nforcament mechaniim for non-compliance
1 provides 5 ssem of gredusted responses

Exccutive Counil begins a formal,

+ Recommending collective measures, like
iplomatic or_economic_sanctions_for
Uiclations that catse “serious damage” 16
the Convention.
Restricting or suspending a Stae Partys
fights and _ privileges ~ under
Convention. such as veting rghts,  non
compliances not corrected.
non-compliance _issues of
gravity,” to the United
Nations General Adsemby and Securiy
Council
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The 0PCW is an autonomous organization with
independent  leadership, logal personaity.
seporae budge 1t ko s 3 wor

ik the United Nt

i 24 September 2001

. Did You Know That

In2020, e budget for OPCW s 0450221

111 Work of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
6. OPCW is an idEpERdEnt iiernational GFEARIZALIGN established in 1997 upon the entry Fir 1o Veriows OPCW Trst s for
into force of the Convention. Under the terms of the Convention
t include inspecting and verifying the destruction of existing
chemical weapons; conducting chemical industry inspections; providing assistance
and protection 1o its member States in cases of the use of or the threat of the use of
chemical weapons; and promoting international cooperation in the peaccful and o
autharized uses of chemisiry.

IV. Verification regime 7 Something to Think About

A. Overview of the verification regime Gt e crmca weabons cmies s
e et Partes with poor ransparency records?
7. The Convention is underpinned by a fobist and Gomprehensive Verification regime, s peorranpareny
Verification is the process by which OPCW ensures that States parties are in
complince ith thir bligaions sccoding o he folloving proccdres: aseving
regular basis; conducting regular on-site . i
ary or indusial st andlor s o verify the Did You Know That
onducting challenge inspections upon request:

inspections of declared mili

When countie tatesParies) oned the WG they

laboratorics take part in OPCW proficicncy tests to maintain their designation status
and thereby ensure their fitness for purpose.

Wweapons elated actities.



https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/EC/11/ECMXIDEC1_e_.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/documents/2001/05/c-videc5/decision-relationship-agreement-between-united-nations-and-opcw
https://www.opcw.org/documents/2001/05/c-videc5/decision-relationship-agreement-between-united-nations-and-opcw
https://www.opcw.org/documents/2001/09/ares55283/cooperation-between-united-nations-and-organization-prohibition
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inspections of declared military or industrial sites and/or faciltics to verify the
accuracy of submitted declarations; conducting challenge inspections upon request:
s invepiguing the allegd e of chemical mmporg e et o he eificaion
regime, OPCW has established o

independent offsite amaysi of environmental and. biomedical samples. These
laboratorics take part in OPCW proficiency tests to maintain their designation status
and thereby ensure their fitness for purpose.

. Did You Know That

3ist August 2025, there are 29
des\gnaled labs for environmental samples in

tate parties, and 19 for biomedical
Smpics i 74 St pates. An gl of on

nerve agent binds with proteins in the blood.

7 Interesting Facts

A laboratory must participate in proficiency
testing ot et once per calendar year uness
addiiona!guidelines under C

suspended, but retain designated status, or it
withdrawn,

this happens, the lab will no longer be
rector General to receie
samples from the.
ey, 1ty pectorm other 26k
as setout in CUDEC67



https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/CSP/C-20/en/c20dec04_e_.doc.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/EC/80/en/ec80dec03_e_.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/sites/default/files/documents/CSP/C-I/en/C-I_DEC.67-EN.pdf
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“The Asinex on Chemigals to the Convention contains the IHEINRENNEGE
chemicals.

based on the following eriteria:

Schedule 1
Taxic chemicals with litle or no peaccful purpose:
Developed or used primarily as a chemical weapon:

P

8 Interesting Facts

The Annex on Chemicals s divided into two
parts - Part A contains quidelines for inclusion
in the schedules, and Part B contains the
three schedules. Each Schedule contains two
parts as well, with Part A

chemicals that can be _direct

chemical weapors, an

precursors The Sl are arranged

Schetle T el Revng highes ks and
Schedule 3 Chemicals having the lowest of
the lot. For the purposes of the Conventon,
these chedules dentiy. chemicals for
application

sccording o the provisions of the Verfication

. Definition

Three schedules of chemicals" refers to the

chemical weapons, The schedsles are based
on the risk a chemical poses to being

nized. Schedule 1 mmms pose the
highest sk, followed by

b Shed g oo f chamc
phorus_ticloride

example of a dual use chemical bec

be used to produce ubricants and pestiies,

as well s the nerve agent
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() Schedule 2: Chemicals that can be used for chemical weapons production,

(@) buthave

certain legitimate uses:

(i) Not produced in large commercial quantities:

(©) Schedule 3

() Chemicals that can be used for chemical weapons production, but have

significant legitimate uses;

(i) Produced in large commereial quanites.
There are comprehensive guidelines that provide a process for inclusion of new generations of
chemicals in the schedule st

at

Chemical weapons dem n

9. Central 10 the implementation of the Convention is the verified destruction of declared
chemical weapons stockpiles, including the destruction o conversion of chemical weapons

production facilitics.

10. The Convention contains regulations for the destruction of chemical weapons, including an
‘obligation not o harm people or the environments Accordingly, possessor States partis are
required o use safe methods and technologies for destroying chemical weapons. OPCW.
continuously monitors and verifies the destruction of such weapons.

11, As at the end of August 2024, 100 per cent, or 72,304 tons, of Eheical WeapoRs declared by
‘States parties hiad becn Gesiroyed: On 7 July 2023, OPCW confirmed that the United States of
America, the las declared possessor State party, had completed the destruction of 100 per cent
of it chemical weapon stockpiles. |

12, Since the entry into force of the Convention, 97 chemical weapans production facilities
have been declared by 14 States parties. As at the end of 2023, all declared chemical
weapons production facilities had been destrayed or converted to use for peaceful purposes.
Of those, 74 had been destroyed by 13 States parties and 23 had been converted to use for
peaceful purposes by 5 States parties. OPCW Fegularly inspects Former chimical Weapony
production facilites that remain subject to verification, to further ensure compliance with
the Convention.

 wfuna ()

10  Interesting Facts

e parties should have declared national
standards that adhere to international safety
and emissions regul as part of the
Submitied General blon for desructon, which
should _expectedly contribute

implementation of its obligation to safeguard
the neighbouring populace, the inspection

mping. and bl s ope
are pronivied of
Chemicalweapons destructio

10  Interesting Facts

A State party can select and implement the
appropriate destruction technologies for its
hemical weapors. These technlogis have
n divided into two main groups
St dusraion edhames ‘e
plasma pyrolys, incineraton and explosion
chambers, with the assodiated off-gas
reatment system; and low temperature opes
Ik neutalsation syt olowed by
secondary ireatmens of i ted by-
Broduces, prior o final dsposaln a((urdzn(e
ith national requlatory provisions. Unfiled
munitions and other devices can simply be cut
apart.

11 Something to Think About

What are the risks of  country rebuiding it

prevent  this

OPQW ensure that declared
stockpiles have been fully eliminated and not
simply relocated, concealed or repurposed?

12 Something to Think About

Are curent timelines and  verification
benchmarks for demiltarisation stil feasble
and realistic,_especially in conflict or post-
conflict zones

OWIMUNNY26
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@@ oefinition

Part IV (8) of the Verification Annex provides the
procedures related to

another State without that country's consent

You Know That

oo B pust 200 11 mpecable
Tacltiesites. of ofd chemical weapons

S Sates averbecn s 81
inspections: similarly 173 inspections have been
conducted. in 13 Inspectable faciltieshites of
abandoned chemical weapons spread across

. Did You Know That

Fiing vesesnthe Blticse frequenty hau up
old che wnit

responsibilty for thei disposal fals on the nations
that recover them,

. Did You Know That

Artile I, Article IV, and Part IV (8) of the
Verifcation’ Annex. of the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC) define the obligations of States

Forves eqarding the Gecraion and
13, States partes must also declare and undertake to destroy IRUMRRISREMNERERIER o buned” chemical” weapens
[SGaaRS 0 monitors such destuction ativities. e e

14, As at the end of August 2024, OPCW had conducted 3490 chemical weapons inspections
since the eniry into force of the Convention.

C. Industry verifieation State Party 1+ 30 reduired to provid all avaiable
information to the OPCW,
15, The basis for the OPCW industry verification regime is established i artcle VI of the Artce V of the GWC addresses the destruction of

chemical weapons and contains  key provision
for buried weapons. The requirements to destroy

Convention. States partis are obliged to identify and declare specifie activities

s partis must dectare ll hemical weapons stockpils, which are broken dowa into three
hemical weapons on the bsis of

these material, they then become subject t0 the
awe

a
s en el e o iy cnesionwith i of
chemical wea
e e provides specific rules and optional exemptions
for the latter,
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and facilities in which scheduled chemicals are involved to ensure that they are used
exclusively for purposes not prohibited under the Convention.

16. Staes paris are prohibied from rading schedule 1 and schedule 2 chemicals with
countrics that e not party to he Convention. Monitoring (he RISHOMINAGE
‘of all seheduled chemicals declared by States parties is an essential part of the,
lfors of OPCW t0 prevent e r-emergencs of homical weapors.
7. RN ic are facliies tha may be capable of
et el oA . e 0 W 0 S
1At e of Augt 202, e Tl St i condtsd 492 ey
inspections in more than 80 Stats pariessince he niry ino foreeof he Comven

Challenge inspections

19. As @ means to resolve a serious concern sbout compliance, any State party can call for
a short-notice inspection in any other State party. The
Condieied withou the rEht of refuss, unless 3 trce-quarars majory of he OPCW
Executive Council decides against the request.

 wfuna ()

16  Interesting Facts

chedule 1 and Schdule 2 chmicly mayonybe
transferred

Technical Secretariat.

Qiher Chenical Producion Faciis (0GP are
chemical industrial uni

highly toxic chemicals.

Unscheduled Disree Organc Chemicals (UDOG)

containing phosphorus,sulfur, or fluorine (PSF).

19 Interesting Facts

An innovative feature under Artiie IX of the
Convention, challenge inspections allow OPCW

pectors t0 visit any sie, at any time, and with
litle notice if there are serious concerns about

1o try to resoive their concens dlirecty
ough discsslon of by 35kng for hep from the

v

Although this system has existed since the

Convention entered into force, no State Party has

ever requested a challenge inspection.



https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/37
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/37
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/37
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21 Interesting Facts

Part XI of the Verification Annex contains

iniestigaiing

investigation under Prt XI i vnmated by
om a State Party alleging
e o Chemea wespons ‘on 15 oy
territory which would give rise o a rapid
deployment of OPCW inspectors. Routine
verification inspections that focus on specific,
lared faciities would be covered by Parts
VX,

. Definition

UN  Secretary-General's Mechanism
s v formally estabished by the UN
General Assem!

the estabihment of the OPCW,

20. Whilk no State party has yet requested a challenge inspection, OPCW carries
out challenge inspection exercises for training and preparedness purposes.

E. Investigations of alleged use of chemical weapons

21, The use of chemical weapons consttutes a grave breach of the Convention and of
international law. Accordingly. the Convention contains provisions that allow OPCW.
to conduct vesiigations of alleged use of ehemical Weapons. In a scenario involving
the alleged use of chemical weapons by & State not party to the Convention of in a
territory controlled by such a Staie, an investigation can be requesicd through the.

for Investigation of Alleged Use of Chemical and
shed through General Assembly resolution 42/37 C. In

ological
o s v, OFCW can ot s sesurees e daponlof e Scretary Goneral

‘Weapons,

V. Role of the Convention in regional peace and security

A Universali

22, As at the end of August 2024, there were four States not party 1o the Convention: one e UNSGM s used for chemical weapons
was a signatory (Israel), and three were non-signatories (Democratic People’s Republic allegations in states that are not party to the
of Korea, Egypt and South Sudan). Chemical Weapons Convention. It i also the

only international tool for investigating

23, Umv:nuhl underpins the full and global implementation of the Convention. Only allegations involving biological weapons.

en an investigation is conducted under

through can there be an assurance that all countries are legally e UNSCM ook,

b to upholdth prohibiions on chemical weapons

24.0PCW therefore places a high priority on achieving the universality of the
Convention. As such, OPCW maintains cantact with representatives of States not party
10 the Convention in order to ereate awareness and sustain a positive dialoguc on the Did You Know That
importance of joining the Convention.
98% of the global population v unde the
protection of the Conventior
OWIMUNNY26



https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/37
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/37
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/37
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Countering chemical terrorism

25. The contribution of OPCW to global anti-terrorism efforts is enshrined in several articles
of the Convention. It is also based on the decision adopied by the OPCW Executive
Couneil at its twenty-seventh session on the OPCW contribution 1o global anti-terrorist
efforts, namely, that the full and effective implementation of all provisions of the
Convention is in itsclf a contribution to global anti-terrorist cfforts (decision EC-
XXVIVDEC.S of 7 December 2001, para. 1),

26, In s decision on addressing the threat posed by the use of chemical weapons by non-State
actors (EC-86/DEC.9 of 13 October 2017), the Council underscored that the development,
production, acquisition, possession, stockpiling, retention, transfer and use of chemical
weapans by non-State actors posed a fundamental threa to the object and purpose of the
Convention and to the achicvement of a world free of chemical weapons. and that any
actor who engaged in or atiempted to engage in such activities must be held accountable.

27, In working to counter the threat of chemical terrorism, the Technical Secretariat secks to
support its member States in realizing the full and effective implementation of the
Convention while also ensuring that it coordinates its efforts, both in prevention and
response, with other relevant stakeholders in the international system.

28, As part of its commitment to nternational coordination, OPCW is a signatory to the G
OPCW s also a Vice-Chair,
together with the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Rescarch Insttute and the

o Disarmament Affairs, of a Compact working group on emerging threats and
eritical infrastructure protection, which is chaired by the International Criminal Police
Organization (I ). Under this framework, in 2 gt the

mplemeniton of  proees entled “Ensring efsctive inter-ageny ncropes
coordinated communication in case of chemical and/or biological attacks — phase 11

29. Recognizing that the Convention and Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) are
tually reinforcing in a number of areas, such as national legislation, chemical security

and Eustoms and bordér Gontsol] OPCW maintains long-standing cooperation with the
Security Council Committee established pursuant (o resolution 1540 (2004) and its Expert
Group. The Technical Seerctariat contributed to the recent comprehensive review of
resolution 1540 (2004), which concluded in 2022 with the rencwal of the Committce’s
mandate. In addition, the Technical Secretariat’s experts participate in selected capacity-
building activities related to resolution 1540 (2004), as well as evaluate and respond to
requests for assistance by States parties, which are being transmitied in the framework of
the Committee’s matchmaking mechanism. The Technical Secretariat coordinates with the

26  Interesting Facts

Avtide VI, paragragh 1) requies each Suate
3

Parties and afford the appropriate form of legal
assstance to faclltate the implementation of the
obligations

Two concrete examples of the use of Article VII

Artic VI, paragraph 2, to facltate enforcement
f the convention.

It is a coordination framework to strengthen a
ction approach to support member.

their _request, in- the _balance

‘of 'the United Nations Global

UN resolutions and mandates.

29 Interesting Facts

In 2017, the OPCW and the World Customs
Organization (WCO) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding that further enhances cooperation
between the two zations to_tighten
national and international controls on the trade
of toxic chemicals.

Committee and its Group of Experts as well as with the Implementation Support Uit of
the Office for Disarmament Affairs to build synergics in support of the of
States parties” obligations under the Convention and resolution 1540 (2004), respectively.

Regional capacity-building and assistance and protection

30. Under the Convention, the Technical Secretariat provides technical assistance mmuih a

wide range of capacity-building programmes which facilitate the development
enhance the capacity of States parties to use chemistry for
peaceful purposcs and assist Stales parties in preparing for and responding to threats

involving toxic chemicals.

B3 oid vou know That

Every States Party is required under Artice VIl of
E

cive laisoning with OPCW and
other State parties,



https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
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31. The Technical Secret des tilored assistance Support 10 aid
Stncs panien i he dvelopment and adoption of muionl letton o ol e
obligations under the Convention. Several States parties from 1 le East region have
participated in 1

with the aim of producin that cover the
Tequited by the Consenion, The Techncal Seertarit has sl organized natona leal
warkshops in response to requests for assistance from lraq (2018) and the Syrian Arab
Republic (2019). Furthermore, the Technical Secretariat has organized general courses on
the Convention attended by 23 representatives from the Middle East since 2017:2 courses
on declaration and inspeetion abligations attended by 22 representatives from the Middle
East since 2017:3 and a mentorship and partnership programme in which four Middle
Eastern States parties participated, either as mentors or mentees, since 2012.4

B oid vouknow That

From 2012201845 courrishvetakenpart s

s an rean
o' Compresied Mo e procks that
can be slowed down by politcal maneuvering and
competing agendas.

e im set of legislative measures

decmed necessary for a non-possessor CWC State

Party. These may include legal and adminisiraive

quire_submission of annual

and_ establsh 3 domestic legal

and National Authority to. monitor
implementation.

il messures are o minimum set o messres
e st vt o ] i lgatons

of  viniial - measures”

Sabling de, domest gl defntions of
ecified in Artici I

- Desgnating o eabising 2 national suhorty
o senve o the main poin of coniact fo the
OPCW an oversee natlonal mplemeniaton.

+ Creating rules and regulations to_monitor,
verify, and restrict chemicas that could be uset

10 produce chemical weapons and reporting on
the tansfer (mport and export) of these
sheduied el

+ Prohibiting activities such as _developing,

ing chemica weapons that

" enties from " engeging
prohibited actites

A5t 31 December 202¢,of the 193 States Parties to

aton g ooy
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32 The Convention commits OPCW 1o promoting the peaceful uses of chemistry for the
purposes of cconomic and. technological development. The OPCW. programmes and
activities are focused on integrated chemical managemen, the cnhancement of analyical
skills to analyse Convention-related substances and the promotion and exchange of

Middle East region have atiended OPCW events aimed at promoting international
cooperation in the peaceful and authorized uses of chemisiry.

‘The Technical Sccrctariat also assists States partes in capacity-building to prepare for and
respond 1o the use of chemical weapons. Capacity-building actvitics include international
and regional training; specialized training in subjects such as sampling and analysis,

capacity-building programme for States partis in the Middle Tast 1o enhance regional
capabilities o respond 1o incidents involving| jand toxic chemicals.
Since 2015, have had more th from
the Middle East region, including first responders and other experts from national
institutions involved in chemical emergency respanse.

The incrssingly demanding sty enironment, incluing the groving tret of the
of chemical weapons by non-State actors, has underlined the importance of

partes in such programmes. Accordingly, States parties are permitied to develop national
protection programmes against chemical weapons and the Convention ensures that they
can receive assistance, if they require it, o build their national capacity 1o respond 10 the
use of chemical weapons. OPCW provides specific programmes in this area, including on
detection, protective and decontamination cquipment, training on medical assistance and
treatment, and advice on profective measurcs. 35. In May 2023 OPCW inaugurated its
new Centre for Chemistry and Technology, in the presence of King Willem-Alexander of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. This facility, which replaced the OPCW Laboratory and
Equipment Store, significantly enhances the OPCW operational and capacity-building
capabilities. 1t is an additional tool for integrating all of the different OPCW tasks and
provides opportunities 1o increase synergies for knowledge-sharing, scientific and
technical cooperation, and
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capacity-building. The Cenire was funded entirely through voluntary contributions
e

rom member States, the European Union and other donors.

Regional activities
Syrian Arab Republic

Destruction of chemical weapons

36.0n 14 September 2013, the Syrian Arab Republic became a State party 10 the Convention,
‘The Joint Mission of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the.
United Nations for the Elimination of the Chemical Weapons Programme of the Syrian
Arab Republic was established an 16 October 2013 to oversce the climination of the Syrian
chemical weapons programme. More than 1,300 tons of declared chemical agents were
removed and destroed during the operation. The complete destruction of the chemical
weapons declared by the Syrian Arab Republic was verified by the Technical Secretariat on
6 January 2016,

Declaration Assessment Team

7. In Ape 2014, e DiscorGeneral of OPCW ssablshedth Do Asscssent T with
mandate to verify that the declaration submitted by the Syrian Arab Republic can be
nsidered accurate and complete, as required by the Convention and OPCW Execuive Council
Gechion ECALSDEC 1

38, Since April 2014, the Declaration Asscssment Team has been engaged in consulations with
Syrian authorities. To date, 27 rounds of consultations have been conducted, including
technical meetings; interviews with persons involved in the chemical weapons programme;
visits to chemical weapons-related sites involving the collection and analysis of samples: and
the receipt, review, evaluation and analysis of documents and information.

39. In addition to the rounds of consultations, the Technical Secretariat deployed a reduced
team from the Declaration Assessment Team 10 the Syrian Arab Republic twice in 2023,
due to, inter alia, the country’s refusal to grant entry visas 1o all members of the
Declaration Assessment Team until October 2023. These deployments were to conduct
limited in-country activities, which did not include technical consultations between the
Declaration Assessment Team and the Syrian National Authority.

40, A el afthe ok of the Declarton Assesment Team,the Syian Arsh Republic s
| decturation, decaring sddion prviouly

s programme. The Team raised and reported
Lot of 26 outstanding issues. The s o outtanding s were opened i July 2024 1

issues is of serious concern to the Technical Secretariat, as it involves large quantities of
chemical weapons that cannot be verified by the Technical Secretariat.

41. The Technical Sceretariat will continue to engage with the Syrian National Authority
regarding the 19 outstanding issucs as well as regarding other declaration requirements
arising from the recent decisions of the OPCW policymaking organs, as part of the process of
Verifying the fulfilment by the Syrian Arab Republic of its

0
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declaration obligations under the Convention, relevant decisions of the OPCW.
policymaking organs, and Security Council resolutions.
Fact-finding mission

42, Tn response Lo persistent allegations of chemical weapons use in the Syrian Arab Republic,

the OPCW fact-finding mission in the Syrian Arab Republic was set up in April 2014 to
establish the use of hostile purposes in
that couniry.

43, Under its agreed terms of reference between the Technical Secretariat and the Syrian
Atab Republic, the fact-finding mission has conducted visits to sites of alleged use of
chemical weapons, where possible, and has interviewed witnesses, alleged victims, frst
responders and treating physicians. The mission has also examined relevant documents

independently analysed by the OPCW network of designated laboratories.

44, During the reporting period, the Technical Sccretariat issued two notes related 1o the
activities of the fact-finding mission on three allegations, namely: in Al-Yarmouk,
Damascus, on 22 October 2017 in Qalib al-Thawr, Al-Salamiyah, on 9 August 2017;
and in Al-Balil, Souran, on § November 2017. For the three allegations, the information

Republic was notsuficien 10 provide ressonable grounds for the mision o determine
that toxic chemicals were uscd as a weapon.

45. Since its creation, the fact-finding mission has been deployed on 68 missions3 and has
issued 22 reports covering 76 allegations. Through its reports, the fact-finding mission
has identified a total of 20 incidents involving the likely o confirmed use of chemical
weapons: 14 of chlorine, 3 of sulfur mustard and 3 of sarin. Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons-United Nations Joint Investigative Mechanism

46. Following the findings of the fact-finding mission that chlorine had been used as o
n the Syrian Arab Republic, in March 2015 the Security Council adopted
resolution 2209 (2015), in which it condemned any use of any foxic chemical as &
weapon in the Syrian Arab Republic. Recalling that resolution, on 7 August 2015 the
Council adopted resolution 2235 (2015) establishing the OPCW-United Nations Joint
Investigative Mechanism. The Mechanism's mandate was renewed on 17 November
016 in Council esoluion 2319 (2016). In November 2017, he Council did nt renew

the mandat

47, The mandate of the Joint Investigative Mechanism was 1o ide

the perpetrators

country involved o likely involved the use of chemicals as weapons. During its period
of activity, the Mechanism presented seven reports to the Security Council attributing
responsibility 10 the Syrian Arab Republic for four incidents (Khan Shaykhun on 4 April
2017, Qaminas and Sarmin on 16 March 2015 and Talmenes on 21 April 2014) and to
the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant for two (Umm Hawsh on 15 and 16 September
2016 and Marea on 21 August 2015).

*The total
added up to 119 33 a theend of August 2024
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Investigation and Identification Team

48. The Conference of the States Parties to the Convention, at its fourth special session, in June
2018, adopted a decision on addressing the threat from chemical weapons use. As part of
the decision, the Conference decided that the Technical Secretariat should put in place
arrangements to identify the perpetrators of the use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab
Republic (decision C-SS-4/DEC.3 of 27 June 2018, para. 10).

49, To carry out the mandate, OPCW created the Investigation and Identification Team, which
became fully operational in July 2019. The Team is charged with identifying and reporting
on all information that is potentially relevant 1o the origin of chemical weapons in those
instances in which the fact-finding mission determines or has determined that use or likely
use oceurred and cases for which the Joint Investigative Mechanism has not issued a report.

50, The Investigation and Identification Team has issued four reports on its investigations on five
separate incidents. The first report focuses on three incidents in Ltamenah, Syrian Arab
Republicon 2. 35 and 30 Mareh 2017 (note 156712020, dted § Aprl 2020) and concluded
that there were reasonable grounds (© believe that the Syrian Arab Air Force used chemical
weapons in Liamenah on three oceasions in March 2017, Sarin was used on two occasions and
ehlorine was used on one occasion.

. The second report of the Investigation and Identification Team sets out the findings of the
investigations conducted on the incident in Saraqib, Syrian Arab Republic, on 4 February 2015
(note §/1943/2021, dated 12 April 2021), and concluded that there were reasonable grounds o
believe that the Syrian Arab Air Force, under the control of the Tiger Forces, hit castern
Saragib by drapping at least ane chlorine-filled cylinder.

2. The third report of the Investigation and Identification Team focused on an incident in
Douma, Syrian Arab Republic, on 7 April 2018 (note §/2125/2023, dated 27 January 2023). It

filled cylinders that hit  residentil arca in Douma, kiling 43 named individuals and affecting
dozens more.

. The fourth report of the Investigation and Identification Team sets out the findings of the
investigations relating 10 the incident in Marea, Syrian Arab Republic, on 1 September 2015
(note $/2255/2024, dated 22 February 2024). It concluded that there were reasonable srounds
10 believe that, on | September 2015, during sustained attacks aimed at capturing the town of
Marea, units of the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant deployed sulfur mustard, using one or
more artilery guns

Libya
54. Upon joining the Convention in 2004, Libya declared category 1, category 2 and category 3

chemical weapons. Under OPCW verification, the country completed the destruction of its
category | and category 3 chemicals in May 2014 and May 2013, respectively.

55. Upon joining the Convention, Libya also declared three chemical weapons production
facilities. One of them has been certfied by the Technical Secretariat as destroed in March
2005, and two of them have been certfied as converted for purposes not probibited under
the Convention and remain subject 1o verification.

6. In July 2016, the Government of National Accord of Libya asked for support and assistance
in transporting and destroying outside Libyan territory the final remnants of its category 2
chemical weapons. Assistance was provided to Libya

P p
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o

pursuant to a decision of the OPCW Exccutive Council (EC-M-52/DEC.1 of 20 July
2016) and Security Council resolution 2298 (2016). On 23 November 2017, OPCW
verified the complete destruction of the remnants of the category 2 chemical weapons
ata certified waste treatment facility in Germany.

in March 2020,

57.The clean-up operations at o former chemical weapons storage site in
Libya,conducted with the ce of OPCW, ol

58. Upon joining the Convention in 2009, Iraq declared five former chemical weapons
production facilities, four of which have been certified as destroyed. One facility was
converted for purposes not prohibited under the Convention and remains subject to
verification

Chemical weapons storage fucility encapsulation

9. The Tochncal Secretarat. provided assistance (0 the Goverment of g n the
destruction of chemical weapons remnants in two bunkers, using concrete
Cncapsultion. OPCW verfed ha b hunkers had ben compleely encapsutued o
at 14 December 2017,

In addition to the assistance described above, the Technical Secretariat, in cooperation
With five States parties, provided training o site workers in responding (o medical
d in handl ling and !

Technical assistance visits

61, The Technical Sccrctariat has provided assistance to the Government of Iraq in
respanse to allegations of the use of chemical weapons in that country. In September
2015, Irag informed OPCW of the use of chemical weapons in its territory. Since then,
OPCW has conducted three technical assistance visits: in 2015, 2016 and 2017. OPCW
concluded that sulfur mustard had been used as a chemical weapon, and reports
detailing the findings have been made available to the Government of Iraq to id in its
investigations.
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