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Introduction

o ies Frsoliion GI/IL the requested the
Secretary-General to submit 10 the Commission at its sisty-third session a report on
the implementation of the resolution, to be prepared in consultation with Member
States and relevant United Nations entites, a5 well s with youth organizations. The
present report llustrates how Iocal youth actions contribut ta global progress towards
the Sustainsble Development Goais, which is currently affected by multiple crises.
including cconomi ng trust in public insttutions. In
additon. he report underline the nced to mprove youth engagement n policymaking
and bettr align local and national development policis, and o build trust between
youth and public authoritcs.
2. Seetion Il provic

in elation o th theme of the present report. | It highlights the comneetions between the

Agend for Sustainsble Devclopment
Nl focusing on how Tocal youth actions can sceelerte the achicvement o the Goals

of the current global youth

Section 111 focuses on three thematic arcas critical to youth development
(@) investing in youth: enhancing social protection for poverty alleviation, food security.
and health; (b) building resmcm Ilvellhoods promoting quality education and decent
vork and )

each area, the report hughhghls policies and programmes Advmcmg Tocal
o stons o eeelerson oo he Gons. bsed o it o Member Stend

The
Orgnizaton (LY. Wortd Soctl Proecton Reprs 02t
Climae Action and a Just Transiion

s drew information rom the following sources: International Labou

26: Universal Soctal »muu,,., sor

Nations, Department of Economic

I Day 2023, Intermational Youth Day 2024 and m»u o
/«, :wwu  Decagment (UnedNatonspulic

ime (UNDP), “Fast focts: youth as priners

\

", ovailable a
Goveraménts, United Nations

Glohal Tk Force o L

ol governance

i st sbnaion! v

orld
ramevor (Uned Nnmm Diblicaton.

(
i Seuwl(!pw 2015 Working nm,,,mg,

. roport of e sm
7302 NP Regons e

Temperatures Hir New High, Yetthe Wortd Fals 1o Cof Emisions (Again) (Nairobi, 2023).

* Aserbaijan, Belarus, Brazil, Burking Faso, Cyprus, Crechi ador, Finland, Guatemals,
Hungary, Ieland. Malt, he Philippines, Qatar, Senczal, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Tirkiye,

saamss

o

1 Interesting Facts

General Assembly Resolution 61/1 effectively

trengthen and
develop internal policies regarding the youth,
ensure_youthful participation in-_political
affairs and decision making, and t0 align such
actions with the Sustainable Development
Goals.

@ oefinition

Commission for Social Development
isory UN entity for the
Social Coundl that s
spedalzed i socl development ffrs, uch
55 bt o limiced to you
protection; and the fight against global
e poiy

. Did you know that...

Nearly 385 milion children curently v in
extreme % of chidren from

deue\ﬂpmg imes g, helow
Unfortunately, it 1 very
kel hat these numbars wil only continge
years due to the
instability and

state, as well as other factors.

. Did you know that...

The youth represents nearly 40% of the

workds curent refugee population, with
more than 473 million children residing in
areas affected by armed confict.

The World erogramme of Acton for Youtt i
has

address a different type of problem faced by
the modern youth.



https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/books/9789213632567/read
https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/books/9789213632567/read
https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/books/9789213632567/read
https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/books/9789213632567/read
https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/books/9789213632567/read
https://www.undp.org/publications/fast-facts-youth-partners-implementation-sdgs
https://www.undp.org/publications/fast-facts-youth-partners-implementation-sdgs
https://www.local2030.org/
http://www.local2030.org/
http://www.local2030.org/
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/07/uclg_vlrlab_guidelines_july_2020_final.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/07/uclg_vlrlab_guidelines_july_2020_final.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/07/uclg_vlrlab_guidelines_july_2020_final.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/07/uclg_vlrlab_guidelines_july_2020_final.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2021/07/vlrguidelines_vol2.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2021/07/vlrguidelines_vol2.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2021/07/vlrguidelines_vol2.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2021/07/vlrguidelines_vol2.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/12/un_world_youth_report_youth_civic_engagement.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/12/un_world_youth_report_youth_civic_engagement.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/12/un_world_youth_report_youth_civic_engagement.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2018/12/un_world_youth_report_youth_civic_engagement.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/VLR%20Lab%20Session%20Summary.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/VLR%20Lab%20Session%20Summary.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/75/982
https://undocs.org/en/A/75/982
https://undocs.org/en/A/75/982
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United Nations entities3 and youth-led organization members of the children and
youth major group.

4Section IV provides an update on additional activities of the United Nations
relating to youth development. The report coneludes with recommendations in
section V.

1L Overview

A. Local youth actions to accelerate delivery of the 2030 Agenda . Definition
s to any non-govermental entity or
5. With only fiv years remaining until 2030, the world i ot on track to achieve the Organization that has dredt iluence, andior
Sustainable Development Goals. Mulile. nielinked. challenges - including s Sfected by, the UN' resolutions, actons,

cscalating climate criscs. sconomic instability, emerging conflcts and an crosion of
{rust in institutions — have exacerbated incqualities, disrupting progress on numerous
Goals and causing regression in others. In this complex global landscape, schicving
the Goals by 2030 urgently requires innovative and inclusive strategies to mobilize 6
communities and leverage the strengths of diversc EMREHOMISRS]

Something to think about

What are examples of effective measures
6. There is a growing recognition that the achievement of the Goals hinges on local
action. Indeed, many of the Goals dircetly address issues that local communities

educati

Local governments and ofien best positioned
to understand and respond to challenges, as they ar closest to the people and aware o
their specific needs. priorities and contexts. This understanding has driven a push for ade  more
Sustainable Development Go localizaion, dfined a e proces of adaping and
usomizing he SD them into

effective

po orlocaliy,in
Cohetenee with nations] ameorks” 4 B imvestng In mhuston, mult-siakcholder . Did you know that...
parnerstis nd mulilve gosmanc, SustanableDevelopment Goal oclization
nsures responsive, nclusive and effective. It also fosters greater Dital tchmlees wil mot el possty

cnmmm\uy angasement rus and ownership of th development process

ST NTASSUETRIEREURIR D' =, mny youlh coninue 0 face
Systemic barriers in employment, healt, housing, civie and political spaces.

e
trong.digitalskils.
B. Strengthening coordination and alignment between levels f"gizgm%‘: ety for ™ sussainble
of governance development

x Effctvey localisng he Goals rguires stong coherence and cooperation
acrossal evesof government [ERRHRRRRRR veorc et locl iiiathoes re
; —

el u,.m o Allsc of Czaons he Gnted Naioms Chen s Fond (CRICER.
the Economic ameworks regional andor national scopes

alignment of goals between

UNDP. 1
and Social Commisson for Westen Acia (ESCWA) Commission or Africa intention of
ECA), the Econamic Commision for Lt e and m.mm,.  (BELAQ) e United youth-led initiatives _are
N e and Cultural O NI supported by their local authorities and have

e e Koo the resources to carry out their wort
Framework Ccnvenuan on Climate Chang Regional Collsborsion Cane o Asasnd te

Pacifi

¢ Internet Governance Forum, the Peacebuilding Fund, the Usited Nations Population
e World Imelectal
“Inter-agency Policy Brifs on Accelerating Progress on the 2030 Agenda from Local 10 Global
Levels: the Critical Inportance of SDG Localization (Uited Nations publicaion, 2024)

i seame OWIMUNNY26
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supported and amplified by regional and national frameworks, while]

promotes callaboration across different silos of gavernment. Partnerships
with non-Statc stakeholders, including young people, are essential for developing
holisti solutions and adaptive strateics that effectively address today’s interconneeted
challenges.

Youth-led organizations, which bring together diverse youth, often work across
o adras chllenge lsical ing for

ety e A B o £ D

R heir advocsey pramotes

by highlighting divese voices and

10, Mershr State ar ncreasingly establsng mochanams o enbancs gy
und the Goals. One approach is through the creation of national
Suxmmxhlebevelnpmemﬁ oal coordination councils or bodies. In some cases, such
‘mechanisms or groups also include non-governmental stakeholders to ensure broader
participation and input. When young people are absent from these groups or
‘mechanisms, their capacity for innovation cannot be leveraged. In addition, young.
people’s push for ind policies that address both present and
future needs would be useful in these efforts to develop balanced approaches that
align immediate goals with sustainable, long-term outcomes. Finally, youth
participation in these mechanisms or groups can help o ensure that policies are not
only coherent and aligned, but also forward-looking and adapied to emerging needs

oluntary reprting at both the national and subnational levels has also emergs
a5 a powerful vehicle for advancing multlevel coordination and integrated i

ng
a d challenges in T the Goals
¢ local and i including youth, in
suppart of their implementation.

“The voluntary local review movement has also continued to grow globally.
Since the first voluntary local reviews were presented in 2018, over 300 of them have
been conducted by local and regional governments, While voluntary local reviews do
not have the same official status as voluntary national reviews, they play @ crucial
ol inbringing ol saksholders,suh a youh and youh-ed orgaizations,cloer
to decision-making processes and strengthening multilevel governance by collecting
timely. accurate and disageregated dat:

These mechanismsprovide s waluable opporunity o sengtcn south
‘mainstreaming across all sectors and levels of gov Many countries ar
bl South couneis and caucancr ot the nationsi and sabmational levls 10
ensar that youngvoies i heard i hese procsscs Youthengageman s efected
eviews and

Voluntary Toea reviews n recent yeas

Rebuilding trust and dialogue between youth and
public authorities

14. Trust betseen public institutions and the people they serve is crucial for sustainable

elopment, yet concerns over transparency, accountability and the capacity of these
institutions to address critical issues have led fo widespread feclings of exclusion, social
unrest and _misinformation. Youth, _cspecially those most marginalized, face
multidimensional challenges and exhibit lower levels of trust, often due to their
s and a perceived lack of responsiveness. There is
need to rebuild trust through inclusion, protection and participation.

. Definition

Refers to the collaboration between different
policy areas and entities in order o address

interconnected problems together
in an efficient and synchronized manner.

9 Interesting Facts

Youth-led organizations have become of such

fising crises surrounding the world's modern
youth. This youth strategy is called
Youth2030.

9 Something to think about

What are effective ways of promoting
diversity and how can we ensure that th
surely address the barriers that marginalized
groups face’

. Definition

Whole-of soiey” appraaches are approsches
endorse collabor:
‘e various  secto

society, those being the private, pub
ST el 5 5 progry i erienty
address common goals that haunt the sodiety
a5 a whole.

11 Something to think about

While national  volur
mecharite ke e ersed tooh toat b

ity,
Toundatons requited 1o perform such st
Thercfore, is his an approprite

hat aresome plausibl tematies Or how
e mittee of the General
Sssembly make this tool accessble 10 a7
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supported and amplified by regional and national frameworks, while horizontal

holisti solutions and adaptive strateics that effectively address today’s interconneeted

challenges.

Youth-led organizations, which bring together diverse youth, ofien work actoss
various scctors to address challenges holistically. Morcover, by pushing f
representation, youth ensure that policies are inclusive and address the barriers that
‘marginalized groups face. Their advocacy promotes “whole-of-society” approaches
by highlighting diverse voices and neds

10, Mershr State ar ncreasingly establsng mochanams o enbancs gy
undthe Goals,One pprosch
Suxmmxhlebevelnpmem oot vomin
mechanism or roups alo inclade non-govermmental stakehalder o enoure broader
participation and input. When young people are absent from these groups or
‘mechanisms, their capacity for innovation cannot be leveraged. In addition, young.
people’s push for intergenerational equity and policies that address both present and
future needs would be useful in these efforts to develop balanced approaches that
align immediate goals with sustainable, long-term outcomes. Finally, youth
participation in these mechanisms or groups can help o ensure that policies are not
only coherent and aligned, but also forward-looking and adapied to emerging needs

Volunary eportingat boc the ntinal ad sboatonlevls b lo rrged

as a powerful vehicle for advancing multilev anning

National Governments are increasingly uhhrmg

ighight ratiogal eve advances s chllnges I th nplmonaton of e Goals
and to capture the efforts of local and regional stakeholders, including youth, in

Supportaf thir mplementation

“The voluntary local review movement has also continued to grow globally.
Since the first voluntary local reviews were presented in 2018, over 300 of them have
been conducted by local and regional governments, While voluntary local reviews do
not have the same official status as voluntary national reviews, they play @ crucial
ol inbringing ol saksholders,suh a youh and youh-ed orgaizations,cloer
to decision-making processes and strengthening multilevel governance by collecting
timely. accurate and disageregated dat:

These mechanisms provide a valusble opportunity to strengthen youth
‘mainstreaming across all sectors and levels of government. Many countries are
establishing youth councils and caucuses at the national and subnational levels to
ensar that youngvoies i heard i hese procsscs Youthengageman s efected
eviews and

Voluntary Toea reviews n recent yeas

Rebuilding trust and dialogue between youth and
public authorities

14. Trust betseen public institutions and the people they serve is crucial for sustainable
development. yet concerns over transparency. accountability and the capacity of these
o issues ha

we of exclusion, social
EENTEITHO o, secls Woss o “targvaliedTe
multidimensional challenges and exhibit lower levels of trust, often due to their
experiences with systemic barriers and a pelcel\'zd lack of responsiveness. There is a
need to rebuild trust through inclusion, protection and participation.

 wfuna ()

@ oericon

oltary, natonsl reden iy to
dong ihe  membersiates
ommseves thelr individual pr
egards  to implementation - and
Tlfliment of the sustaiable Development
oals of the 2030 A Such_reports
\yp\:ally highiht the Thallenges faced by
- initiatives, efforts
iy them that Sontrbgted o ther
Folfliment of the 2030 Agends. Moreouer 3¢
o reports” oot
mandatory, and member-states must submit
them individually and at their will

14 Something to think about
Where do such concerns stem from? Can the
United Nations General Assembly 3 mitigate

the youth's feelings of unease or s that a
matter outside its scope? And if yes, how 507

OWIMUNNY26
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15, In this context, local youth actions can acseleate progress on the Sustainable
Devlopmen G and e 4. poverl raya o g it and gt
it AN o, When youth sl lead and prcipt i ecaizig te
Goals, er diect community action. or ,,.m..,.m in’ govemance
sructures, they
16, Local youth actions can also open channels for dialogue and engagement with
sl et nd nderstaning, ) opening sk chamel, youh g ladorn
for voicing ther concerns and prioiies. When publi authorties mesningfully
engage with eir 15  Interesting Facts
17, Local govemance, in turn, i strengthened by incorporating diverse perspectivs, R R Pk el
leading to more inclusive, responsive and effective approaches. substance
Thematic areas
1L . et Eomee and Cunts ening (5
Investing in youth: enhancing soc protection for poverty local youth's. oces. e peard sently, also
A ,“M,,_l,,,,‘ food security and health e o it of S8 gome 3 o 15
Overvi
1 16 ‘Something to think about
18, Around 3.8 bilion people,5 or 47.6 pe cent o th global population, lack a To what extent do actions of this nature
form of caing them alnerble. 1o sconomic, el and confront systemic_barrirs and  effectively

empower the youth:

environmental shocks.
oronavirus e ((

PATGemic exaccrbated these dispariies underscoring he urgen need for fobust socal

protecton systems. Beyond immediaie relif, these systems are foundational for

achicving longer-term developmen goals by providing a scial protecton floor and

ensuring that no one s Ief behind Social_protection sre policies and. social
programmes designed o establish a safety
et 1o ensure ciizens will at Ieast be abie o
five under a basic standard of ving n the
ase of unemployment, unemployabily or
retrement

. Did you know that...

Roughly 69.4% of the economically active
population of low-income nations completely
lack any type of any form of sodial protection
and proper welfare.

OWIMUNNY26
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ool protetion messresca pomot o security 3 bl by reduci
poverty and nereasing household income. Fat xR
i

B e
e o e e o afondale s, Topehr snch s hly
i o vt o oot e S aes e b i and
ek th xcl of povers i pcgres serss mulipe Sustiable Devloprent
fiod

For young individuals, social protection provides a crucial safety net, helping to
‘mitigate the risks of unemployment or underemployment, which are common
challenges at the start of their careers or during the transition from destion o vork
Social protection not only ensures that they hi -torm income sccurit
addess immediae nesds, butalso proidesthe ssourestequired 0 ursic educaion
and training opportunities which are essential for their long-term economi
independence. Through targeted measures, such as school-based meal programmes or
‘youth-specific health insurance plans, young peaple gain access to nutritious food and
healthcare, providing them with adequate security 10 develop. Globally, coverage of
social protcetion for youth between 15 and 24 years of age is low, particularly in
develaping countries. According to JB@J only 1.6 per cent of unemployed youth
receive unemployment benefits. The vast majority of youth from developing countries

$ILO, Warld Social Protection Report 2020-22: Social Protection ata Crossroads - In Pursut of
B

a Better Future (Geneva, 2021)

 wfuna ()

@ oenion

‘Conditional cash transfer’ refers to_a

i finanial burden by providing them it

if certain _conditions.
Comtions s s eraring th 1 chicren
in the family attend school properly.

19 Interesting Facts

Due to a collaboration between UN agendies,

is expected tha the conitional cosh transter
programme will be able to asist more than
EoGiion pecple worlawide

There is an entire UN specialized agency, the
International  Labour _ Organization,  that
serves as a space ber-state
governments may  work _ alongside _their
respective_national labour force to ensure
lasting decent and humane working
conditions, as per Article 23 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which states.
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are engaged

tion during young people’s

. Localizing target 1.3 of the Sustainable Development Goals, which focuses on

implementing social protection systems for all, involves empowering local
‘overnments to deliver tailored services that meet the specific needs of thei
Communities. Decentralizing social protection measures empowers local authorities
tobttr adres th unquechallenges fued by wloerabl poplsions. This

approach makes social protection more respansive and inclusive as if improves the
Ty af scvices and rengthens nca govemmance and community cresgement

‘Young people can play a crucial role in localizing target 1.3 of the Goals by
actively participating in the design and implementation of Social proteetion initiaives.
By coniibuingfanovatveides and sostons, ngagin in advoccy andsevin 13
nity mobilizers, they can help to ensure that social protection measures are
Cectve and squitabe, reachng the mos vlncrable populsions, ncloding outh
Utimatl,ivetin incomprohensive ol protsion dring oung peope
formativ ysarsays he foundation for them 10 thive and fully paricipate i socity:

To sheve povery educion, food sty and increasd health, vaioussunis hove
egrating social protection systems for youth welfare o their national
o

Brazil reated its Unified Social Assistance System to support individuals facing
social vulnerabilities, including poverty, food insecurity and limited access to public

d 10 prevent social risks through
programmes such as Bol ia: Moreover, the National Youth Council of Brazil
collaborates with local organizations to ensure that youth policies arc in line with the
Sustainable Development G

. In Burkina Faso, the Listening and Dialogue Centres for Young People aim to

improve youth sociocconomic security through extracurricular activities and
Socioeconomic integration, and support youth in various circumstances.

. In the Philippines, as part of the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Programme (4Ps).

the Youth Development Session is a school-based activity that, based on local neds,
cultivates essential life skills and supports youth in making better life choices, leading
to improved employability and development.

28. The Ministry of Tourism and Youth of Serbia signed a statement of intention to
engage youth in policy development for the protection of mental health, with a focus
on youth in 10 local communities through youth centres and spaces, health
counselling and psychosocial support.

The National Youth Instiute of Uruguay created the Ni Silencio Ni Tabi

programmns o promoe youh mestal health and piychosoial wel-beng hroughont
ountry, together with UNICEF and the Ministry of Public Health, civil socicty

arners and ressona and Tocol suhorics

30. In Czechia, the Youth Panel, established by the Ministry of Education, Youth

nd Sports s anindependent body dsigned 1o suppot the nutionl youh srsegy

and youth involvement process, including

Vlnerable groups.

 wfuna ()

(@) oidyou know e

In developing nations, over 77% of the youth

d lea
edummnn\ nstitions 1o Tly focus on

25 Interesting Facts

The Brazilian government reports that th
Bolsa Familia Programme has asssted a little
over 25% of Brazil's population, summing up
10 48 million people, making it one of the
largest conditional cash transfer programmes

the modern world. Moreover, in recent
years, the programme has cost the Brazilian
government 0.5% of the country's d
over 82.4% of the people under the wing of

difficulties in paying their domestic bilks
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31. Similarly, the SDG Youth Champions initiative of Malta selected five individuals in
2024 t0 advocate for ane of the couniry’s national strategic goals, which include poverty
alleviation, food sccurity and health,
Actions by United Nations entities

52 ot caan o 0 st ot o, 10 ol
i popnon

33, Similarly, in partnership with the Gambia, ITC developed mechanisms that
local initiatives with national frameworks, ensuring that youth-focused projects are
well-coardinated and effective and bridge local actions with national development
plans and that young people in need of social protection benefit from comprehensive
support systems. ITC, in collaboration with the European Union and the
Peacebuilding Fund of the United Nations, implemented agricultural training
programmes that teach young farmers sustainable farming techniques in the Gambia.

ien

in collaboration with local governments, has rolled o
ehensie soxul ducarion programme i Timor-Lenc, addessing crica
Reaithchallnges such ss (cenage pregaancy and adolessent mternal mortaliy. This
programme, which targets out-of-school youth, equips young peaple with essential

health knowledge to make informed decisions.

5. UN-Habitat actively promotes localization of the Sustainable Development
‘Goals by and for youth through a number of global programmes. The Youth 2030
Cities initiative - which operates in 10 countries in the global South - secks to
empover youth and youtiled organzations by atncinthei capicity

the most successful Youth
e o mer 1o eShne TIDTISEd Engagemens of Indsenoss youth n
Otavalo, Ecuador, to protect and revive their language and cultural heritage.

36, The UN-Habitat Young Gamechangers initiative improved the health and well-
being of young peaple in citis in Colombia, India and Senegal by actively involving
them i rban governnce, desigaing mcl\mve public spaces and encouraging thei
‘participation through digital platforms such as MincGraft. This approach Ied to the
O o ot g
health and well-being of its citizens.
37. UN-Waomen has implemented programmes that focus on faod security. such as
initiatives in the Pacific that emphasize gender-responsive agricultural practices. By
integrating youth and women in community-based food production, UN-Women
contributes o the sustainability and resilience of food systems at the local level
38, The UN-Women Menstrual Hygiene Management initiative, in partnership with
the Water Supplyand Saitaion Collsbortine Councl focuses on improving et
outcomes for young women in the Niger by raising public awareness of menstrual
health and s menstrual hygiene management into national health policies to
o say iy, be engaged

help young p

in their communiti
Actions by youth
39. Children and ot o group member rganstions v implemerted dverse
agriculture-based py t0 boost food production and household income, tackling
poverty and Food secury aies.

40. I Nigeria and Ghana, Girls Power Green Economy and Climate Change
Education implemented smart agriculture training programmes and invested in young

 wfuna ()

. Definition

‘The International Organization for Migration

\ember-states are providing

provide safe and_organized

migration processes to foreign citizens. It also

entity to the

governments of member-states by helping

hem write and ensate adequate migraion
laws and polici

. Definition

The International Trade Center is a joint
agency from UN and the World
Trade Organization whose purpose is to assist
small_corporationsicompanies operating in
developing nations 1o be better integrated
into the global market. Itis also important to
note that the ITC, although heavily linked
with it is not effectively part of the UN itself.

B oetinition

United Nations Population Fund s
N

e ol e g o sendee ehiary
regaring sexual ractices and chileH birth e
35 the fight against harmful
Uinacrous brackies seeh o chid marioge

and child pregnancies.

. Did you know that...

ecent stues have shown tha o e over

% of Gen Z has demonstrated interest in
dltie that ars mor prone 1o walking o a
pedestrar

36 Something to think about

Given that over 90% of young adults aged

projecs, programmes and initiatves to make
them more attractive to the yout
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entreprencurs” agribusinesses. Skynok and the Hephzibah Beulah Initiative in Nigeria
leveraged new technology o boost yields and cut costs for young farmers, engaging
local leders 1o o soulons 1o specifc sgrcltual chalnger. I Chans, te
University velopment Studies en 9,000 students in practical
sarcutunsl chall:nge: o s fea pﬂcncnl ‘raining programme.

41, In Egypt, the National Youth Cnuncll collaborated with the Egyptian Food Bank

T peoptesand ou 4 b ot (Y w4y it vouth vt
by conducting workshops in Somalia. Youth Building the Future Global in Mexico
and the Agape Earth Coalition in Botswana organized conferences and encouraged
dialogue between different stakeholders.

42, YESI Rwanda partnered with the Warld Health Organization on Subsfiiee abise
fitiandviile Girl Power implemonted a social halth insurance fund. I India,

ind Mental Wallbeing Foundation hosted mental health workshops and
e o poliy Change spsoriog o epeeeriedyouth it sebn South

43. In Burundi, the Initative de promotion de I'éducation des Batwa pour le
développement durable supported youth-led poverty alleviation and food sceurity
projects ithin he B community.Plant for the Plaet Coe & voire ployed
15,000 youth in urban clean-up. The Mathare Roots Initiative in Kenya works on the
developmentand miimenanet o Mahine Commanty a3 Communty Hoary and
skills training programmes.

ing resilient livelihoods: promoting quality education and
decent work
Overview

44 The need to build resilient livelihoods6 is heightened by interconnected crises,

including economic incquality., climate change and the lingering effects of the

COVID-19 pandemic.

45 _ e critical 10 advancing the Sustainable Development

Gons, apocaly fo youth, who are often disproparionatelyafeced by these crisey
‘and lack the resources to recover, decpening cycles of poverty and inequality. Youth

Tuce higher unemployment rates they are thce times more kely 10 e uncmployed

than adults (13 per cent v. 3.7 per rking poverty alo disproportonately
affectsyoulh hey are twice s kelyas aduls t be i working pnveny Lasty. he
elobal ot

et W 035 o ko the 3015 s and s mokeos e from
338 o cent in 2020, At thefocallvel, strengthening resilient ivelinoods s key 10
reducing vulnerabiliy, promoting economic stability and achieving sustainable
communities

Young people play a crucial role in shaping resilient livelihoods, yet they often
e significant barriers to achieving stability and sceurity in their own lives. Youth
uncmployment racs remain high around the world: whie many young peopl are

Situation is particularly pronounced in developing regions, where opportunities for
quality education and decent work are often limited. Young people from marginalized
‘communities often face additional barriers due to discrimination. Addressing these

livelibonds d adapt
1o changes, while providing individusl and commnities with sustainable well-heng, cconomic
Securiy and social proection

 wfuna ()

42 Something to think about

Given that memberstates have varyin
stances regarding the legality of recreational

protect the world's youth without
bipecthg s neions ecaions

reiient velinoods” refer to the abilty of

indi r communities to maintain or
mrove thee ‘welibeing doring. e by
adapting to new dircumstances and avoiding
poverty or financial instabilty

. Did you know that...
Around 160 million children currently find

that such a number is probably much bigger.
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challenges is essential to both harness the potential of youth as agents of change and
to ensure that no one is left behind,

47 Qualty cducation and decent workar foundatonal buikingblcks for resilient
Il el o soul. TR PR SN L T
women, skl

e g
dnnatzon eip ocal Soverment o mnove i becoms move S ent n
service delivery. With a profound impact across ceonomiic, social and environmenal
Gimensions, diital teshnologies and data sontibuts (0t Ieast 0 per centof the
169 targets of st
of achieving them by up to 555 rllon. Thus, = populasion with digital el can
ely accelerate local sustainable development.

48 in digital
75 per cent of thosc between 15 and 24 years of age wing the et n 2022, 2
Hacksulsl e signifcant diparivies pesist,
ommunities and_among youth wi
e

i young 3

kil d with their parts. Despite

these obstacles, youth are widely regarded as “digital natives”, using technology to

hange and create solutions o challenges faced by their communities. Their role

in fostering digital innovation is vital for addressing global challenges in ways that
are adapted o local contexts.

. Quity et " the shift

" s
o dcycnd:nn the development o grecn il e knoiodge spiites, valucs
cty.

:..ew.,.g it ,mm. s o oo e s ity g and T
h ren o nd buld sl fom he gound up il sgnianty cnmnbulc
sential 0 the

et e core o young peoples sdcarion, :m’vloymznl i cverydny Tnes A green
transiionwil resut i he cretion of 8.4 milionjob for young people by 2030,

However, i curet ends perss, by 2030 more han 60 por cent f young people
oy Tack th skils required o hrive i the areen cconomy 7 A ack of agament of
R et polies with emhononah avd neen onoms POl poses
toadblacks for young peaple seeking 1o prosper within the green cconomy.

50. Decent work — including fair wages, safe working conditions and social
protecion - pr to build shacks.
Access to quality education enhances employability and opens doors to better job
opportunitis. Conversely, decent work allows individuals to invest in their education
and lifelong learning. Together, these pillars both strengthen youth development and
empower young peaple to contribute to the achievement of the Goals.

Actions by Member States

Wih regard to cduestion Bl Savador condueted s comprhensive refor and

|mvlumcmud Specilized programmes to promote access to cduetion, The feform
ecs ccems t fre educasion t al Ieels and seces o digitl ools through the

Dublm cd\\cxllon system. In addition, the country's Sigue Estudiando programme
s Students Wit ccess 10 secondary o higher studies by offesing louns both

Somcstcally and mermatonaly.

10, Jobs for Yot urgenty

o

needed for the low carbon cconomy”, 23 September 2024.

 wfuna ()

47 Something to think about

Given the importance of digital skills and the

youth in rural areas have proper access to the
internet?

48  Interesting Facts

In some developing nations, only about 10%

ofyoung wormen and g ave proper acess
to the internet, and an even smaller
percentile hove. proper digital sils. Whikk
about 22% of their male counterparts have
proper access to the internet and are
connected online.

OWIMUNNY26
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52. Guatemala is addressing access to education by ensuring quality education in rural
and urban areas, including improving infrastructure and access 1o education in more
remote arcas, especially in rural arcas, to cultivate opportunities for youth. Similarly,
in Sencgal, the Programme d'amélioration de la qualité, de I'equité et de la
tramparence focused on the inclsion of Lulnérable youth, including south with
diss in schools, including in rural and underprivileged arcas.

53. Sencgal has also taken steps to improve the digitalization of education,
including supplying schools with equipment (c.g. computers) and providing updated
training 10 tcachers.

‘youth entreprencurshiy

55. In Belarus, the State Programme for the Labour Market and Promotion of the
Population’s Employment 2021-2025 aims to advance youth cmployment by, fo

example, reserving employment opportunities for youth under 21 years of age and
providing subsidies to unemployed youth for their self-owned businesses. In
Singapore, to reconcile the difficult school-to-work transition, the Mentoring SG
initiative supports youth by guiding them through major life decisions and career
pathways. In Uruguay, the National Youth Institute coordinates policy development
and legislative drafting with other local bodics. A recent legislative modification was
focused on active youth employment policies.

Actions by United Nations entities

%, Youh st in policy development i crucial to ensuring that young people have.
in

3
Colaboration with UNICEF an the nongovcrmmental organisaton Amércs Soldara,
facilitates youth participation in policy discussions on education, cmployment and social
protection through platforms such as the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development

57. UN-Women and ILO, through the Women's Leadership, Empowerment, Access
and Protection (LEAP) project in Uganda, offer vocational training in non-traditional
fields such as metal fabrication, targeting young women and refugees.

8. The UNESCO Global Skills Academy, in partership with 25 organizations,
supported 170 technical and vocational cducation and training institutions across
oviding 860,000 young people with vocational and digital skills to
enhance their employability.

59. ECLAC has provided technical assistance to Argentina on secondary education,
supported Honduras with a supply and demand plan for secondary education, and
worked with Chile, Mexico and Peru on social mobility issues, addressing critical
challenges influencing youth employment.

54 Something to think about

Given that this focus on youth entrepreneurship has

Telp. boost
S o e ates adopt sl st

. Definition
P

are_programmes designed to_help_small
ective enreprencurs

resources and mentorshp 1o improve \m Saes andt
make a name for themsetves n the marke

. Did you know that...

The United Nations Conference on Trade

Cammision for Lt American and he
Goribbean 33 reganal N group whose

foas promate. cooperation between. Lot
American and Coipbean_ <ountries in the mame of
regional economic_and sodal development.  The
grow's e’ sy 3t oldes dt\e;anom
From Latin’ Amenca - and. the _Caribbean
deviopng devaprmert polces b provng e

it senibe information

56  Something to think about

I many UN member states, poitcal, legal, and social

& the UN can take andio
Yo enconrage )

©OWIMUNNY26
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60 JEST 20d the Intemet Governance Forum have collaborated to create Schools on
lmerne! ‘Governance, which focus on digital capacity-building and governance skills for
uth.

1. SO has launched i
ights

and leverage intellctual property tools for entreprencurship and compettiveness.

62 Gender equality is crucial to quality education and decent work. The UN=

R A k

imed at training youth on i property

Services for young women, cnabling them to stay in school and pursue careers.

6. Similaly, UN-Women patuerd with the Community Voluncers Equndation o
implementth Strong Civic Space for Gender Equality projet n

ng or ity and non-vilent sommnication s offeed to break down
Barers o ducrion nd amployment o Young women.
64. UN-Women, through its Data Visualization and Advocacy for Gender Equality
Hackathon in Tiirkie, encouraged youth to engage in data-driven advocacy efforts
related to gender cquality and employment policies to ensure that youth are positioned
at the core of global sacial and economic progress.

65. The UNFPA project entitled “Gender transformative psychosocial support for
peace and community resilience” in Hela Province, Papua New Guinea, builds youth
capacity through training and cultural exchanges. helping youth to transition from
education 1o employment, promoting gender equality and strengthening community
cohesion.

6. The one-stop youth resource centres, located in cight cities across East Africa,
Asia and Latin America, are a partnrship between UN-Habitat, youth-led organizations
and local governments that provide safe spaces for youth 10 access skills raining,
employment opportunities and resources in areas such as entreprencurship, health,
arts, sports and information and communications technology. The most recently
established centres were in the Indigenous community of Otavalo, Ecuador, and in
Mogadish

Actions by youth

67. Children and youth major group member organizations are supporting Sustainable
Devclopment Goals 4 (quality sducation) nd § (decent work) through innovative and
varied approache:

68. In Nigeria, Giddy2School focuses on grass-roots education through book clubs
and digital literacy programmes, addressing local educational gaps: the Earth
roundnm offers vocatonal raining hrough s Youth Skils Devclopment

o improve education and job readinss by parinering
ik busincsss and he ¢ (mvemmem o mwde prctial sk\lls  development and
entreprencurial support. In addition, the Sus nt Solutions Network

supports youth Inde(shlp development throueh e v A-Senool project aligning
education with career pathways to ensure that youth are prepared for employs

691 ines, the Office of the Youth in Maritime hoss webinars and
symposiums o el young seafaers 10 access Job opporuniies i the mariime
industry.

70 In Chad, the Better Life Youth Association established a youth advisory council
to engage youth in policy decisions, providing them with a platform to contribute o
national discussions.

 wfuna ()

@ ocrivon

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

i by means of joint technological and
h, economic investments, and adoption of
Sociliaconormic paes

. Definition

The World Intelectual Property Organization is &
specialized UN agency that handles affais related o
the.protecton of Intellectual Property

hat protect " national
Telectuat Property

61  Something to think about

How can the Third Commitice of the General
Asiembly effectively encourage other specialzed UN
agencies o takeonsilar itvesofecating the
Jouth on specic at might be of great help
Tor e ekure corearss”

62 Interesting Facts

iTh Aorsed Conduons for
on the Status of n cswss Agre
o ionsrecagmse o oong wanh eépeuaw
in o ncorse m

Proper access t basi hygienc products

(B3 bicyouknow that.

Wesen A+ poited out o beaneof e reios
of the word with the Bigoest gender o

Sveraoe, women only rearesent avout 19% af the
voTc.conta 0 I gobal svtage of 474 o
Tamale representation n the workforce
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60. ESCWA and the Internet Governance Forum have collaborated to create Schools on
Internet Governance, which focus on digital capacity-building and governance skills for
youth.

61. WIPO has launched initiatives aimed at training youth on intellectual property
v, cquipping them with lhe Knowledge and il nceded t potet ther crestions
leverage intellectual p

Gender equality is et o qlmluy education and decent work. The UN-
Wounan MesaalHyglene Masagemen ncsive by improved acces 0 heskth
ervices for young women, enabling them to stay in school and pursue carcers.

63. Similarly, UN-Women partnered with the Community Volunteers Foundation to
mw!emem the Strong Cive Space for Gender Equality projet in Tirkive, where
n gender cquality and non-violent communication s offered to break down
armers v o nd employment for young women.
64. UN-Women, through its Data Visualization and Advocacy for Gender Equality
Hackathon in Tiirkie, encouraged youth to engage in data-driven advocacy efforts
related to gender cquality and employment policies to ensure that youth are positioned
at the core of global sacial and economic progress.

6s. TheENEB project enited “Gender transformative psychosocial support for

pesce andcommunyrescne” inHel rovic,Fapa N Gine, bulssous
Capacity through training and cultural e ing youth o transitin from
education to employment, prom ggender:qunllly Imi Strengthening community

6. The one-stop youth resource centres, located in cight cities across East Africa,
Asia and Latin America, are a partnership between UN-Habitat, youth-led organizations
and local governments that provide safe spaces for youth 10 access skills raining,
employment opportunities and resources in areas such as entreprencurship, health,
arts, sports and information and communications technology. The most recently
established centres were in the IAGiEEROUS GomAUAILY of Otavalo, Ecuador, and in
Mogadish

Actions by youth

67. Children and youth major group member organizations are supporting Sustainable
Dexclopment Goals 4 (quaity cducation)and & (decent work trough innovative and
varied approache:

68. In Nigeria, GxddyZSLhuul focuses on FSSEFOOMISHNGHNGN through book clubs
and digital literacy program 2 local educational gaps: the Earth
roundn\m offers voesional lmmng \hmugh iis Youth Skills Development

Al works to improy adiness by partnering
i bvncssn e (:ovemmem\ mwde prctial skxlls  development and
entreprencurial support. In addition, the Sus nt Solutions Network
supports youth Inde(shlp development throueh e v A-Senool project, ligning
education with career pathways to ensure that youth are prepared for employs

691 ines, the Office of the Youth in Maritime hoss webinars and
symposiums o el young seafaers 10 access Job opporuniies i the mariime
industry.

0. In Chad, the Better Life Youth Association established a youth advisory council
to engage youth in policy decisions, providing them with a platform to contribute o
national discussions.

 wfuna ()

@ oermiion

The United Nations Population Fund is 2 spedalized
UN agency responsible for ensuring that member-
proving are g
e opulation and
ol i
il e n he fight for qencer sauaity regording
el practices and chid-birh, 35 well % the fioht
against harmiul and dangerous pracices such 35 id
marriage and chid pregnanccs

65  Something to think about

what exent are curol exhanges and
fons etfective tools for yout

consequents
xanges hppen bateen member s

Something to think about

from _Indigenouscommunites,

Grassroots_education refers 1o a specific type of
omplemertary educarion tat s o

ol nowedye g .

needs and b erin, an customs
It ko ey eheoirager the uniy’ of e ioca
Community and indepéndant lerning
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c.

Youth as drivers of change: fostering sustainable communities and
advancing climate action
Overview

71 The iple plnetary crisis of climate change, polutio and biodivesity loss s one

o he e <hallenge of toda.
s

P ey Ty oo Tt e empenielas A gt

ccosystems nd Qsplacng communies:

2 The ; i

action, 1d ri ic levels, ing.

| pym——s

rogramme (UNEP)teport ighights the ool sxceshons pu cmpsons increased

b T2 fom 1 2025 g e o o 57 o o

A i A e A b

o, s wortd s on ok o waring beyond {3 s o argel L 4-C o

even 2°C..

73. Young people are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. They
face not only but also long-term

degradation, including health risks, cconomic instability and resource depletion. As
climate change deepens existing inequalities. it disproportionately affects vulnerable
commanities, including youth, who already often lack adequate access to education,
healthcare and economic opportunities. In many regions, young people are at
increased ik of dispacement due o climat-related disstrs, whiletei livelhoods
are threatened by shifting environmental condition:

74. Young people are astutely aware of the catastrophic impacts of climate-induced
disasters on their sociocconomic well-being. This vulnerability is compounded by
young people’s limited access to decision-making spaces, which makes it difficult for
them 1o influence policies that shape their future,

75. Amid these challenges, young people are drivers of climate action. Around the
world, youth-led movements and initiatives are at the forefront of advocacy for
ambitious climate policies, sustainable i and environmentalJustce.

From organizing global climate strkes to engag ed sustainabilty projects,
Joung peaple demonsit  deep commimen o prteeing the plant and Fosering susainabls
communi

76. At the local level, young people bring innovative solutions and fresh perspectives
to environmental issucs, leveraging digital platforms and social media to raise.
awareness and mobilize action in their communities. By setting a strong example and
demanding accountability from their leaders, starting at the local level, young people
drive progress from the bottom up and shape a more sustainable future.

77. This approach supports multiple Sustainable Development Goals at the local
level by fostering resilience, social cohesion and political accountability, reducing
environmental degradation and promoting sustainable resource use.

Actions by Member States 78. The Azerbaijan Youth Climate Envoys programme
sligned natinalclimate scion efors ithte ol Sustanable Devclopment Gorle
framework. As this programme, two youth

Twenty-eighh seston of the Conference of he Paries o th Uit
Convention on Climate Change. At a more local level, the Baku Decides forum offered
youtha

 wfuna ()

. Did you know that.

In 2025, the average level of carbon dioxide in

Sre condidered 0 be dangerous and a hezard 1o
human health and well-being

71 Interesting Facts

Rights Council _Resolution
recognizes that extreme weather events are a
push factor for displacing communities world-
wide and an immense hazard to the
environment. I urges member states o urgently
act on the matter by adopting internal policies
that will support _displaced _communities,
through the establishment of social safety-nets
ature, and protect
y encouraging

Sustainable pracices and mitiaties.

. Did you know that.

Children below the age of 18 represent over
0% of the ot diplaced popuiation o the
corld, despite only representing 29% of

entie global population

72 Something to think about

What are the main causes for this radical rise of

jobal temperature? To what extent has
contributed to the rising temperatures, if they
have at al?
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c.

Youth as drivers of change: fostering sustainable communities and
advancing climate action
Overview

71. The triple planetary crisis of climate change, pollution and biodiversity loss is one
of the defining challenges of today. As of 2023, carbon dioxide levels have reached
record highs, with the last decade being the hottest ever recorded. Extreme weather
events are becoming more frequent and severe, decpening inequalities, damaging
ecosystems and displacing communities.
‘The Intergovernmental Pancl on Climate Change warns that without decisive
action, global temperatures could rise to catastrophic levels, further accelerating
t United Nations i t

Programme (UNEP) report highlights that global greenhouse gas emissions increased
by 1.2 per cent from 2021 to 2022, reaching a new ecord of 574 igatonsof carbon
dioxide cqui  report emphasizes that without drastic increases in mitigation
efforts, the o i o ek o warming beyond the agreed-upon target of 1.5°C or
even 2°C.

. They
face not only its but also long-term

degradation, including health risks, cconomic instability and resource depletion. As
climate change deepens existing inequalities. it disproportionately affects vulnerable
communities, including youth, who already often lack adequate access to education,
healthcare and economic opportunities. In many regions, young people are at
increased ik of dispacement due o climat-related disstrs, whiletei livelhoods
are threatened by shifting environmental condition:

74. Young people are astutely aware of the catastrophic impacts of climate-induced
disasters on their sociocconomic well-being. This vulnerability is compounded by
young people’s limited access to decision-making spaces, which makes it difficult for
them 1o influence policies that shape their future,

75. Amid these challenges, young people are drivers of climate action. Around the
world, youth-led movements and initiatives are at the forefront of advocacy for
ambitious climate policies, sustainable practices and environmental justice.

projects,
young people demonsirate  deep commitment o proteeting the planet and fostering susiainable
communi

76. At the local level, young people bring innovative solutions and fresh perspectives
to environmental issucs, leveraging digital platforms and social media to raise.
awareness and mobilize action in their communities. By setting a strong example and
demanding accountability from their leaders, starting at the local level, young people
drive progress from the bottom up and shape a more sustainable future.

77. This approach supports multiple Sustainable Development Goals at the local
level by fostering resilience, social cohesion and political accountability, reducing
environmental degradation and promoting sustainable resource use.

Actions by Member States 78. The Azerbaijan Youth Climate Envoys programme
sligned natinalclimate scion efors ithte ol Sustanable Devclopment Gorle
framework. As this programme, two youth

Twenty-eghh seston of the Conference f he Paries o the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change. At a more local level, the Baku Decides forum offered
youtha

73 Interesting Facts

As a child's body is still in development and

exacerbates chances of children_contracting
fatal diseases such as malaria, dengue, an

cholera. According to UNICEF, around 8% of
the additional disease  burder by
climate change will fall upon children below

ve. Moreover, as

ation and leading a norma life, having o
esort ta informal labour.

75  Something to think about

To what extent are these actions effective in
the fight against climate change, given that
temperatures are stil on the rise whilst such
actions are still showing results?
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central role by providing a platform to engage in climate action negotiations and work
towards developing solutions.

79. The focus of Slovenia on youth for climate action is evident through several
Youth-led initatives, such as Youth for Climate Justice 1o rise awareness an

advocate for climate action. Furthermare, the country’s Eco-School programme, 3
schoo-based intativ, promotes nvironmental awareness and prsties sustinable
actions in schools, energy conservation and

o Tabarston it acet s

80. Cyprus, climate action has also been integrated within the education system,
with the aim of empowering its youth through education and skills to advance
sustainabilty. Cypusestalished mechanismst strengihen h concingtion o local
and national frameworks for the implementation of climate-oriented a
Ny af Edcarion, Spor and Youh. trough s Uit o Edusstion fo ne
Environment and Sustainable Development, monitors and reviews the implementation
of the Susiuinse Development Gosls, including e inegration of climwi-senred
education in both the formal and informal education secto
81. As part of its national priorities, Finland has introduced e Natont Youth Work
and Youth Policy Programme for the period 2024-2027, which aims to strengthen
youth engagement in national discussions and efforts to mitigate climate change and
enhance ecological protection, as well as other aspeets of the 2030 Agenda.

82, The Green Competence Programme for Youth of Tirkiye, developed in
collaboration with UNICEF, empowers students by training reen skills and
offering acivities in four areas: (a) capacity-building of teachers and students”
engagement; (b) the development of green skills laboratories; (c) dissemination and
visibility: and () updating curricula in alignment with a green transformation.

3. Through its Programme d’appui aux initiatives des jeunes pour 'environnement,
Senegal is supporting innovative youth projects focused on sustainable agriculture,
renewable energy and natural resources management. This support includes
financing, mentoring and networking.

Actions by United Nations entities

4. The Secretary-General’s Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change offers practical

advice divers youth perspectives anﬂ iscommendations [0 dvance bis clinai scion
agenda. Established @ fow years ago, the Group enables direct youth engagement in
sccslersting climat scion and ikancing the 17 Susainable Development Goals. The
current cohort, appointed in March 2023, comprises members nominated by global youth
and climate-focused organizations.

us [l both cmphasiz the imporance of engaging youth in promoting

limate esleace, ECA 18 worsing t sreate plaforts whers youss poople, s cogags

IS, Shovcis e o snd o s Wik e

Similary, ESCAD has focused. on empowering. youth 1 take.lendership roles in
irommentalpratcchon, psoeulaty o tcombt

Ceosyetem deghadaion

50 17C nBBve e s s s i yout
capacity focontrbue 1 climate reslence TTC works closly wit locl communites
o promote vironmentally susainabl prctices while UNDP. through pariniships
with organizations such a4 he United Nations Framevwork Convention on Climate
Change Regional Cllaboration Cantre fo Asa and the Pacifc and UNICEF, focuses
on raning youns leaders o engage n poicy and climate inatves, These <fToro
riven by the sharcd goal of butlding Climac reslicnce, demonsirate how young
people can lead mpactfl loca actions that lign with national limate sirategee
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84 Interesting Facts

I recent years it has been a trend within the

! young voices are edioly ond acttly
Reard i

abfins el s cohsespens of devipment
Eficiency and unty.

The Economic and Social Commisson for Asi and the

Ahat Adan pactc mem
Sustainable Development Goalsas much a possble.

. Definition

Tme urited Natons Develapment Program & 2

protecied and rightul represented
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In i o, capale-lin, both e Uit Matons Al of Chiltions
UNDP prioritize involving young people in decision-making processes. By providing
platforms for dialogue between youth and policymakers, these organizations are
ensuring that young voices contribute to climate policies and actions. The Alliance of
Civilizations,  through its Intercultural Innovation Hub, supports grass-roots
organizations, particularly youth-led and women-led initiatives, by providing them with
the necessary resources and mentorship to effectively participate in these dialogues,
strengthening youth participation and fostering collaboration between generations.

88. UN-Habitat and UNEP have established the Climate Changemakers programme, N
Which trains young climate changemakers in thgloBall South, The curriculum focuses 88 Interesting Facts
on increasing the capacity and leadership abilites of young people o undertake

climate-related community development projects. The Global South is disproportionately more
fimate-related ty development project affected by cimate char

89, Through these collaborative efforts, United Nations entities are supporting youth as
central ctos inshaping sstanable, eilient communitcs, ecognizing teipotenial
o influence climate action locally and globally as drivers of sustainable climate actior
atall levels,

. Actions by youth

9. Childen and youth mjor growp members promte susainabl commorites and
climate action through two main approaches; ESPHGHSEBMNGNNG and increased youth
paricipation i climae-reated iscursion.

91 The Global Youth Ledsraip Development Counclarganizd 50 limat change
webinars through the United Nations Youth Leadership Development Prograns
hile Sauth North Scholas parincred with UNDF fo he Solin for Hmaniy
competition, engaging over 3,000 youth in drafting climate action strategies. In
Australia, Young Women in Sustainable Development implemented workshops on
policy writing and grass-roots project development. In the Congo, the Congolese
Youth Biodiversty Network enhanced youth capacity in the Congo basin through
iternational workshaps on the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framerwork

I
92. Youth participation i decision-making processes s crucial for effctive climate siengtieing of public and universal docatons
action. In Portugal, Generation Resonance ran programmes such as one for youth
environmental stewardship. involving young people in project planning with local
authorities. The Collective of Young Ambassadors in the Democratic Repubic of the 93 Something to think about
Congo advocated fo strengihening youth council’ capacites

Should the UN encourage the global youth to
93. The Congolese Youth B

e emonates youh ovacs i consevaton e THE By
Tree Initative, launched by a Ugandan climate activist, encourages people to celebrate

acesibilty, due o s low cos I 0 o
the hat in a realistic and effective

1V. United Nations youth development-related efforts
A. United Nations Youth Strategy

94. The United Nations Youth Stratcgy, launched in 2018, aims to transform  the
Organization’s work for and with youth. Six years later, the Strategy has achieved significant
progress, with 58 United Nations entitcs and all 132 United Nations country teams involved
i its implementation. Reporting on the Sirategy’s progress has been institutionalized across
the United Nations system. Several knowledge products have been produced fo support
implementation, including a public-facing
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dashboard to track progress. In addition, the first interim review of the Strategy was
commissioned o assess progress and lessons learned,  providing ~concrete
recommendations to accelerate implementation.

95. The Strategy’s high-level steering committee, the joint working group (the technical
leadership group) and its time-bound task teams have continued to ensure that the

governance and coordination structures for the Strategy h
Olee of th Secretuy-Gencras oy on Youh 1o the Uniied Naions Youth Offce.

Economic and Social Council youth forum

96. The Economic and Social Council youth forum is a unique and vital platform for
young people to engage in a dialogue with Member States and other actors fo voice
their views and concerns and galvanize actions to transform the world into a fairer and
more sustainable place. For the first time in April 2023, the youth forum was held over
three days rather than the previous two days. The third day served to gather youth
input toward the Sustainable Development Goals Summit held in Scptember 2023

97. The first two days included interactive discussions focused on addressing the
theme of the 2023 high-level political forum on sustainable development convened
under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, “Accelerating the recovery
from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development at levels”. They also allowed young people to
discuss clean water and sanitation (Goal 6), affordable and clean energy (Goal 7),
indusiry, innovation and infrastructure (Goal 9), sustainable cities and communities
(Goals 11) and partnerships for the Goals (Goal 17).

98, The Economic and Social Council youth forum in 2024 also focused on preparing
‘youth input to the Summit of the Future, held in September 2024. The 2024 discussions
‘were guided by the overall theme of the 2024 high-level political forum on sustainable
development convened under the auspices of the Council, “Reinforcing the 2030
Agenda and eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: the effective delivery of
sustainable, resilient and innovative solutions”. The discussions took place around the
Goals under review at the 2024 high-level political forum: no poverty (Goal 1), zero
hunger (Goal 2). climate action (Goal 13). peace, justice and strong institutions (Goal
16) and partnerships for the Goals (Goal 17). In both years, the youth forum convened
several dozens of youth delegates representing their Member Staies as part of the youth
delegate programme of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the
Secretariat

For both the 2023 and 2024 youth forum, the President of the Economic and
88cial Council issued statements summarizing the youth recommendations generated
during the discussions. Several recommendations touched on local youth actions,
inclusive policies and meaningful partnerships,

100. The Economic and Social Council youth forum is convened by the President of
the Economic and Social Council and co-organized by the Department of Economic

‘Agency Network on Youth Development, the children and youth major group
and the International Coordination Mecting of Youth Organizations.
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General Assembly Resolution 76306

General Assembly or even specialized agencies.
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Summit of the Future

101, In his report on Our Common Agenda, the Secretary-General called for meaningful
youth cgagement in efforts to shape a sustainable and inclusive future. The Secretary-
General's policy brief on future generations developed as a follow-up to Our Common
Agenda (A/77/CRP.1) outlines a commitment to institutionalize mechanisms that amplify
youth perspectives and proteet the rights of future generations. Along the same lines, the
Secretary-General’s policy brief on meaningful youth engagement in policymaking and
decision-making processes (A/T7/CRP.1/Add.2) emphasizes that youth contributions are
pivotal to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

102. The Summit of the Future was held at United Nations Headquarters on 22 and
adopied at the Summit, places strong
ergencrational dialogues to build stronger parinerships
individuals of different age groups, including youth, and between
Govemmentsand yout. In addidon,with % svion on ~oith and fre generstions”,
ihe Pat for th Futur includs conccie acion focusd on nvestingin the social and
o

e semia 10 ong 17 e and onsurin it n group 1ot behin

100, Wi vl to genrating adiionalappotuisfo patnrs i engage b s
event, Action Days were held prior to the Summit of the Future, on 20

21 September. The Action Days started with a youth-led half-day, comned by the
United Natins Youth Ofe i clsecolboraon with aher Unied Natons ciis
youth s relevantnetworks, Underte heme “Youth lead for the futue web ie

in the promise of a btter world for all”, the Youth Action Day featured plen:
mestings, inshuding s bihfevel dilogoe wih the Secretary. General, and hamtic
seaments (on gender, the digital future, governance, foresigh an

intraenesaional saldoriy and umaniaron o). The secommendaions
stemming from the six thematic sessions were consolidated into an outcome
document, featuring over 20 key proposals grounded in three core principles:
incosion,equty andtrut, These ecommendationsare imed t strengtning
multi-stakeholder engagement, enhancing youth participation and mainstreaming
Ruman rihisin slgnment with th Pt for te Fature ond beyond.

International Youth Day
104. To mark the 2023 International Youth Day on 12 August, a global webinar was
held to explore the theme “Green skills for youth: towards a sustainable world”. The
webinar featured discussions on green skills and presented insights from international
organizations, governments and young experts. Knowledge products were also
developed to support and inspire stakeholders in celebrating the Day and promoting
green skills. The theme was selected s the world is undergoing a green transition to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, requiring the development of green skills,
which are the knowledge, abilities, values and atitudes necessary for a sustainable and
resource-efficient society. Green skills encompass technical expertise for using green
technologies and cross-cutting skills for making environmentally sustainable
decisions. These skills, also known as “skills for the future” or “skills for green jobs”,
are crucial for all age groups but are especally important for youth, who

101  Interesting Facts

Policy brief AT77/CR.1 of the Secretary-General
and e

ent witten

after multiple feedbacks and negotiations with
member-states regarding the topics outlined i
the “Gur Common Agends" document

101  Interesting Facts
fefes to an addendum t0 the orgnl ol
Brief AT77ICRP.1 document wh matter

o youth engadement on il Tl recoen s
f depth and focus within the

Compact and the Declaration on Future Generations

2ezmss OWIMUNNY26
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Summit of the Future
101 In bis report on Our Common Agenda. the Secretary-General called for meaningful
youth engagement in effots to shape a sustainable and inclusive future. The Secretary-
General's policy brief on future generations developed as 2 follow-up to Our Common
Agenda (A/T7/CRP. 1) outlines a commitment to insttuionalize mechanisms that amplify
youth perspectives and protect the righs of future generations. Along the same lines, the
Secretary-General's policy brief on meaningful youth engagement in policymaking and
decision-making processes (A/77/CRP.1/Add.2) emphasizes that youth contributions are
pivotal to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

102. The Summit of the Future was held at United Nations Headquarters on 22 and
23 Scptenber 2024, The Pact o he Fature adoptedat the Summit, places srong
emphasis on fostering dialogues to bul
between individuals of different age groups, including youth, ...d bc ween
Governments and youth. In addition, with its section on “Youth and future generations”,
e Pt or he Faare includes concretc actions focuscd on investing in he socal and
coonomic development of youth 5 tht they can reach e
strengthening muml\g’ul gouth pariipation at al v
pied Feblighe the mporance of promotng

intergencrat o lidory, dislogue and socil cohcaion, foscang undertanding and
collaboration between age groups and promoting shared values and mutual support, whick
are essential to long-term success and ensuring that no group is left behind.

103. With  view to genraingaddiionl sppotnies o partnrs o engag n i
event, Action Days were held prior t the Summit of the Future, on 20
ST Bptember The Acion Dy sated i outh ed oy comencd by he
UnitedNation Youth O nlos olsorst wihahe Unid Naios et
youth and vt networs Underthe theme Youth e frhe s v el

in the promise of a btter world for all”, the Youth Action Day featured plen:
mestings, inshuding s bihfevel dilogoe wih the Secretary. General, and hamtic
seaments (on gender, the digital future, governance, foresigh an
Ieergenerivee el duity o s eston: T secommendons
stemming from the six thematic sessions were cans:
document, featuring over 20 key:proposals grounded in three core principles
G ST BAATIIS These rcommendatons e simed t stenthcning
multi-stakeholder engagement. enhancing youth participation and mainstreaming
Ruman ights in shghment with he Pt for the Fture ond besond.

International Youth Day
104. To mark the 2023 International Youth Day on 12 August, a global webinar was
held to explore the theme “Green skills for youth: towards a sustainable world”. The
webinar featured discussions on green skills and presented insights from international
organizations, governments and young experts. Knowledge products were also
developed to support and inspire stakeholders in celebrating the Day and promoting
green skills. The theme was selected s the world is undergoing a green transition to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, requiring the development of green skills,
which are the knowledge, abilities, values and atitudes necessary for a sustainable and
resource-efficient society. Green skills encompass technical expertise for using green
technologies and cross-cutting skills for making environmentally sustainable
decisions. These skills, also known as “skills for the future” or “skills for green jobs”,
are crucial for all age groups but are especally important for youth, who
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The Decaration on Future Generations i a document
Vinculsted to he Pact or the Future that determines
and affirms that it s the resporsiblty of the current
global youth to consder and reflect upon the long.
e impactsof et human e o aeiy
Jrds. the envronment In the sake. of future
Rnctaton: o come, The decargion ago calk upon
e rslanmert sl s 0
and " s for e curent ‘and
generations,
Boliymaking and enironmental prorecton

103  Interesting Facts

The 20 key proposals presented at the Youth

‘ones to enable change in the world for a better
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can drive long-term progress in this arca. The Department of Economic and Social
Affairs partnered with the Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth, 1LO and
Generation Unlimited.

105. The theme for the 2024 International Youth Day was “From clicks to oz
youth digial pathays forsustainabl developmen”. Ths heme underscore

vital link b “he Sumsnable
Beclopmen Gost Dlgml lnnslnmunon v sgnineant ipacton o Gosls
it tehnologissuch s mobile dvicen, el gl and il clgnce
iving progre Despite challenge of e sl divide o votal in

Sdoptng and movating new tsehnologics. They are the lurgcsl aroup of digital users
anddevelopes, shaping gobal digal endssad coneibuting o the Gol. The
observance of International Youth Day included case study infographics, interactive
oniine duizses and  socal media 10kit hat helpe {0 promote th transformative
impact of digital technologies on sustainable development. For this International
Youth Day,the Department of Economic and Social AfTairs collaborated with the
International Telecommunication Union, UN-Habitat and the UN Internct
Governance Forum.

Youth delegate programme

106. The youth deegai progmmine of the Deparumentof Economicsod Socil AfTis
has continued to support youth participating i intergovernmental processes as official
prembersof e atlonal delegatons, xabing e ‘“ifctive engagement in global+
level decision-making. At the seventy-¢ighth session of the General Assembly. in 2023,
60 yout delgates o 37 Nomhes St and  egional sroup porciped. A the
seventy-ninth session, in 2024, 63 youth delegates from 36 Member States and the
Furopean Union ook par

Mombes Sires sy s Sumsal e bang loca oForto broater Susanable
e e i consalstions. gatheing input from diverse
roups across various local contexts. These consultations are instrumental in
enhancing the understanding of local

challenge, perspectives and priorities, which youth delegates bring forwerd in
b Bty ted typically include young
or you AT et et et Vo]
e T e youth delegates ensure that
the voices of local communities are represented in international policy
discussions.

V. Conclusions and recommendations

108. In the present report, it i argucd that young people are crucial t0 achicving the
Sustainable Development Goals at the local level because they bring unique skills and
pespectives i ot o addrss the challeges fced by communie. Ittt n
the report th

o hat e sone ot e oo of e o e pirons of young
peopleand future generions, Greater support for loal youth atons for the Goals
I advacits o il s mpeoved connaonof Goal et G 0 e
inclusive, il nspareney

‘national, regional and local planning are also promoted. Ahead of the Second World
Sumait for Social Development, set 1o be held in 2025, the importance of policy
coordination and cohesion at the local and national levels is highlighted in the report
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107  Something to think about

The dialogue between youth groups and their

direct dialogue for youth groups? f so,
should the UN do t?
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as a clear and effective path to rebuilding trust and dialogue between youth and public
authoritics.

Th
recommendations:

@) Supportyouth engagement n the desgn,implementaion, monitoring
sl lpaticks By ma il onf el ot oo
protection, building resiient livelihoods and fostering

those cing. social
et communities;

(b) _ Ensure greater vertical and horizontal coordination and cooperation
between Sustainable Development Goals-related data custodians so that planning
of national, regional and local development s bascd on cvidence and foresight and

development young people;

(¢) Enhance transparency and accountability of the national, regional and local
development planning and implementation processes so that shared ownership and
commitment are increased and trust between authorities and the population,
including young people, is strengthened;

O e L e
national reviews and, voluntary local Feviews o ensurs that natonal and local

governments includ innovative outh-ed Iniitives with the potential to enhance
the country’s progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. In addition,
T A i, e (6 (o ey ..n.n.\ Teview and

voluntary Inu.l review processes - can s in
ro turn, further advance (rust between e peﬂple
it b s

sty mpenilate Pt iacionsteycs (ommunty;

fmse projcts aimed at buling youth resilence sgainst poverty), an el

ocial pmucﬂnl pmrmm. are Inclusive of specific peeds of young g pw o
in

luding those in s 0
d lized communities. l)-vehpl-g o strengthening programmes =2
on sustainable llvdllum'h for young people n rura areas,fo example,sustalnab
agriculture, forestry and eco-friendly practices, would help to lift rural youth out
Ao e
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Something to think about

both _regional and national

b Something to think about

How can the Third Committee of the General

d  Something to think about
What would be an efficent way for national
governments to. enhan

Sccountabilty of

developments to.increa

e Something to think about

How can the Third Committee of the General

ensure that their insight is collected and taken
into consideration?

e Something to think about

What would be an efficient way to integrate

context of poverty - reductio
policymaking?
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Something to think about

jow can the Third Committee of the General
R e
u-gm-kn-ndvn:mmmnumn  traning, apprenticeships and ems In order o eLe, andard fo
,,M TER i Gy e sic knowledge and skl a member o
(oot T (e (A (e i e globalyouth shouldheve
R
(2)  Integrate climate action and sustainable development education into 9 Something to think about
R e e cquipped with
skills needed to address climate change an le
Investng in teshnology and nnovation chat -nm.. yo-m, such
aclogie,gree Dulngs and cons énery projects, would fler opportualic
= young people to contribute locally to advance the Sustainable Development
Goals.

How cn the Third Committe of the General

2ezmss OWIMUNNY26




