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Simulation: 
General Assembly Plenary 2

Welcome to WIMUN New York 2025,

We are very pleased to introduce you to the most authentic simulation of the United
Nations in the world; and hope to contribute to your understanding of the Organisation,
its mandate, and its critical role in global affairs.

Through a series of pre-conference webinars that will be offered and documents – like
this resource guide – we aim to educate you not only about the global issues on the UN
agenda, but also about the ways and means through which those topics are discussed,
debated and negotiated by real UN diplomats.

This resource guide will provide you with a head start in doing research to gain a deeper
understanding of the global issue that you will be discussing and the actions that the
government you have been assigned recommends that the international community
should take to address this issue. To make the research process a bit easier, the resource
guide has  been divided into sections and sub-sections to assist you in researching these
two components. We strongly recommend you to give a careful look through the sources
listed below so that the interaction with your peers is as exciting as possible.

We wish you all the very best in this journey of learning!
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cleansing and crimes against
humanity

As the whole world gears up for the 20th anniversary of Responsibility to
Protect, the fight against the horrors of the 20th century, which once haunted
the international community, continues in different forms. Atrocities like the
Rwandan genocide and Srebrenica massacre exposed the limitations of the then
international legal frameworks and eventually in 2005, the World Summit
Outcome Document (A/60/L.1) gave birth to the principle, Responsibility to
Protect (RtoP). Ever since then, the Responsibility to Protect has played a pivotal
role in contemporary geopolitics by establishing a shared responsibility between
Member States to prevent the occurrence of mass atrocities like genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity.

The Responsibility to Protect rests upon three pillars of equal standing, revolving
around the responsibilities of individual States as well as the international
community, as a whole. In order to promote these noble principles, the General
Assembly holds an annual discussion on “the Responsibility to Protect”, while the
Reports of the Secretary General lay out a roadmap for a detailed discourse on
the subject, underlining areas requiring further deliberations. The UN Office on
Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect acts as a valuable tool for
identifying situations at risk of a potential escalation. Furthermore, the UN
Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs deploys Special
Representatives and Envoys to facilitate dialogue between conflicting parties
and assist in upholding the principles of cooperative negotiations. 

The international community, however, grapples with critical issues hindering
the effective implementation of this principle. The complexities in striking a
balance between the protection of civilians and the respect for national
sovereignty have emerged to be one of the key areas of discussion in recent
times, emphasizing the importance of the responsibility to protect principle as a
fundamental part of a just international order based on the rule of law. The
recent war in Ukraine exemplifies the challenges of RtoP application,
representing a controversial distortion of the RtoP principle. Similarly, the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict raises questions about accountability, which is supposed to
act as the cornerstone of the principle of RtoP.

This General Assembly Plenary is adorned with the duty to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of RtoP by taking stock of mass atrocities, analyzing recurring cycles
of violence and identifying ways for Member States to work together and share
best practices of national prevention mechanisms, therefore, reflecting the
broadest consensus among Member States.
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Key Points and Main Issues 

1. Core Principles of R2P
Three Pillars of R2P:

Pillar 1: Each state has the primary responsibility to protect its populations
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity.
Pillar 2: The international community should assist states in fulfilling this
responsibility.
Pillar 3: When a state fails to protect its populations, the international
community must be prepared to take collective action, in accordance with
the UN Charter, including through the Security Council.

R2P focuses on prevention, reaction, and rebuilding.

2. The Role of Sovereignty
Sovereignty implies responsibility. States must protect their populations from
atrocities, and when they fail, international intervention may be justified.
The tension between respecting state sovereignty and the international
obligation to protect populations.

3. Prevention as a Priority
Addressing root causes of conflict such as poverty, discrimination, governance
failures, and resource competition.
Early warning systems, diplomatic measures, and regional collaborations as
tools for prevention.
The role of sustainable development and human rights in reducing risks.

4. International and Regional Mechanisms
Role of the UN, including the General Assembly, Security Council, Human
Rights Council, the International Criminal Court and the Office on Genocide
Prevention.
Contributions of regional organizations like the African Union and European
Union in atrocity prevention and response.
Importance of international instruments such as the Genocide Convention and
the Rome Statute.

Delegates participating in a simulation of the General Assembly Plenary where they will
be discussing the topic "The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and prevention of genocide,
war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity" need to focus on the
following key ideas:

World Federation of United Nations Associations 03



Key Points and Main Issues
(cont.)
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5. Challenges in Implementation
Lack of political will and consensus among Member States, particularly in the
Security Council.
Risks of misuse of R2P for political or interventionist purposes.
Double standards and selective application of R2P principles.

6. Responsibility and Collective Action
The importance of international cooperation and multilateralism in preventing
atrocities.
Exploring peaceful means before coercive measures.
The role of humanitarian actors and civil society in supporting preventive
efforts.

7. Lessons from Past Atrocities
Historical examples where R2P principles were or were not effectively applied
(e.g., Rwanda, Kosovo, Libya, Syria).
Reflection on successes and failures to improve future responses.

8. Balancing Prevention and Response
Focus on early action to avoid escalation into atrocity crimes.
Strategies for balancing diplomatic, economic, and, if necessary, military
interventions.

9. Ethical and Humanitarian Considerations
Protecting populations at risk and upholding human dignity as the central
objective of R2P.
Ensuring that R2P actions do not exacerbate the situations they aim to resolve.

By understanding these principles, delegates can engage in a nuanced and
informed discussion, balancing national interests with global responsibilities while
navigating the complexities of atrocity prevention and the operationalization of
R2P.

In preparation for the conference, delegates need to: 1) understand the stance of
the country they have been assigned on R2P, sovereignty, and intervention, 2) be
prepared to propose concrete measures for prevention, protection, and rebuilding
efforts, 3) collaborate to build consensus while respecting diverse views.
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Summary: The United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the
Responsibility to Protect is the main UN portal that focuses on preventing
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. It
emphasizes the importance of early warning systems, legal frameworks,
and international cooperation to safeguard populations at risk. The office
provides resources to assess risks and develop prevention strategies.
Additionally, it addresses issues like hate speech through initiatives like the
"UN Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate Speech," recognizing the role
such speech plays in inciting violence. The office also commemorates
significant events, such as the adoption of the Genocide Convention, to
raise awareness and promote global commitment to atrocity prevention.

2024

About the Responsibility to Protect (Office on Genocide
Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect)

Summary: The United Nations' "Responsibility to Protect" (R2P) is a global
commitment to prevent atrocities such as genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing, and crimes against humanity. Established during the 2005 World
Summit, R2P emphasizes that states have the primary duty to safeguard
their populations. If a state fails in this duty, the international community is
obligated to intervene through diplomatic, humanitarian, and other
peaceful means, and, if necessary, collective action as authorized by the UN
Security Council. The principle underscores that sovereignty entails
responsibility, aiming to bridge the gap between existing international
obligations and the realities faced by at-risk population. This web page
provides background on how this principle evolved, its adoption as part of
the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document (A/RES/60/1, and the role of
the Secretary-General, General Assembly, Security Council and Human
Rights Council in the implementation of the R2P.

2024

Key documents on the Responsibility to Protect

Summary: Provides links to founding documents, Secretary-General’s
Reports, Secretary-General’s Reports, Resolutions and reports by other
organisations, Articles by the Special Advisers, and other documents. 

2024
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https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/about
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/about
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents#collapseOnePlus
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents#collapseOnePlus
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents#collapseOnePlus
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents#collapseThree
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents#collapseThree
https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/responsibility-protect/key-documents#collapseFour


Report of the Secretary-General (Advancing atrocity
prevention: work of the Office on Genocide Prevention
and the Responsibility to Protect)

Summary: This report provides an overview of how the responsibility to
protect has been and is being operationalized through the Organization’s
prevention, early warning and response work, led by the Office on
Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect.

2021

Meaning of key terms

Summary: This article aims to help individuals understand terms like
Genocide, Ethnic Cleansing, Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes in a
much simpler manner. It also touches upon the legal authorities related to
the aforementioned heads.

2024
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Report of the Secretary General: Prioritizing
prevention and strengthening response: women and
responsibility to protect

Summary: This report outlines the link between the responsibility to protect
and the women, peace and security agenda. It will deliver a better
understanding of the gender dynamics pertaining to atrocity crimes.

2020

The Kigali Principles on the Protection of Civilians

Summary: Related to the practical implementation of R2P policies, the
Kigali Principles on the Protection of Civilians are a non-binding set of
eighteen pledges for implementing effective protection of civilians in UN
peacekeeping missions. These Principles arose out of the High-Level
International Conference on the Protection of Civilians in Rwanda in 2015.
The most relevant aspects of peacekeeping are addressed by the Kigali
Principles, including assessment and planning, force generation, training
and equipping personnel, performance and accountability. While the
Principles focus on civilian protection, through implementation they also
help to address peacekeeper abuse and broader deficiencies in
peacekeeping practices.

2015
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https://r2pasiapacific.org/files/6792/SGReport_OfficeonGenocidePrevention_R2P_2021.pdf
https://r2pasiapacific.org/files/6792/SGReport_OfficeonGenocidePrevention_R2P_2021.pdf
https://r2pasiapacific.org/files/6792/SGReport_OfficeonGenocidePrevention_R2P_2021.pdf
https://unric.org/en/international-law-understanding-justice-in-times-of-war/
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/2009954E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/2009954E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/2009954E.pdf
https://r2pasiapacific.org/files/2942/2018_kigali_principles.pdf


Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes: A Tool for
Prevention

2014
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Summary: The Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes was developed in
2014 by the UN Special Advisors on the Prevention of Genocide and on the
Responsibility to Protect to be used as a guide in assessing the risks of
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity occurring.

General Assembly informal interactive dialogue on the
report of the Secretary-General on the "Responsibility
to Protect: State responsibility and prevention"

Summary: This is an audio coverage that discusses how the 5th SG report
on R2P aims to provide analysis and strategies that can help States fulfill
their responsibilities. It includes statements that highlight the importance
of quick response in terms of dealing with early signs of potential violence. 

2013
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https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/about-us/Doc.3_Framework%20of%20Analysis%20for%20Atrocity%20Crimes_EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/about-us/Doc.3_Framework%20of%20Analysis%20for%20Atrocity%20Crimes_EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/about-us/Doc.3_Framework%20of%20Analysis%20for%20Atrocity%20Crimes_EN.pdf
https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/t137/t1379088979
https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/t137/t1379088979
https://media.un.org/avlibrary/en/asset/t137/t1379088979
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Statements

Statement by the UN Special Adviser on R2P at the
2024 UN General Assembly Debate on R2P

2024

Summary: The UN Special Adviser on R2P addressed the General Assembly
on the ongoing challenges and progress in implementing the
Responsibility to Protect (R2P), 19 years after its adoption in 2005. Despite
advancements in understanding atrocity risks and prevention tools, atrocity
crimes persist due to a lack of timely, decisive action and divisions within
the international community, particularly in the Security Council. The
Special Adviser highlighted the importance of collective action, adherence
to the UN Charter, and knowledge sharing among Member States to
strengthen atrocity prevention and protection measures. The upcoming
20th anniversary in 2025 presents an opportunity for reflection,
collaboration, and the development of actionable recommendations to
fulfill R2P’s promise.

General Assembly: 88th plenary meeting, 76th session 2022
Summary: This is the AV coverage of the 76th session, it includes the
statements made by Member States.

Verbatim records of 64th plenary meeting of the
General Assembly on “The responsibility to protect
and the prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity” (A/75/PV.64)

2021

Summary: The following Member States made a statement on this agenda
item at the 64th Plenary meeting on 17 May 2021: Croatia, Costa Rica (on
behalf of the Group of Friends of the Responsibility to Protect), European
Union as observer, Denmark (on behalf of the Nordic countries), Mexico
(Spanish), Estonia (on behalf of Latvia and Lithuania,) Peru (Spanish),
Philippines, Switzerland (French), Slovakia, Canada (French and English),
United Kingdom, Qatar (Arabic), Guatemala (Spanish), United Arab
Emirates (Arabic), San Marino, Republic of Korea, Myanmar, Rwanda,
Brazil, Romania, Australia, Luxembourg (French), Netherlands, Czech
Republic, Italy.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/statement-by-the-un-special-adviser-on-r2p-at-the-2024-un-general-assembly-debate-on-r2p/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/statement-by-the-un-special-adviser-on-r2p-at-the-2024-un-general-assembly-debate-on-r2p/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/statement-by-the-un-special-adviser-on-r2p-at-the-2024-un-general-assembly-debate-on-r2p/
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k16/k1620ce389
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k16/k1620ce389
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
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Verbatim records of 65th plenary meeting of the
General Assembly on “The responsibility to protect
and the prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity” (A/75/PV.65) 

2021

Summary: The following Member States made a statement on this agenda
item at the 65th Plenary meeting on 17 May 2021: Syrian Arab Republic
(Arabic), Malaysia, Slovenia (on behalf of the European Union as observer
and Costa Rica on behalf of the Group of Friends of the Responsibility to
Protect), Hungary (on behalf of the European Union as observer and Costa
Rica on behalf of the Group of Friends of the Responsibility to Protect),
Honduras (Spanish), South Africa, Belgium (French) (on behalf of the
European Union as observer and Costa Rica on behalf of the Group of
Friends of the Responsibility to Protect), Liechtenstein (on behalf of Costa
Rica on behalf of the Group of Friends of the Responsibility to Protect),
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Morocco (French), Uruguay
(Spanish) (on behalf of Costa Rica on behalf of the Group of Friends of the
Responsibility to Protect), Azerbaijan, Cuba (Spanish), Venezuela (Spanish),
Georgia, Armenia, Ukraine, Ghana, Ireland (on behalf of the European
Union as observer and Costa Rica on behalf of the Group of Friends of the
Responsibility to Protect), United States of America, Bulgaria (on behalf of
the European Union as observer), China (Chinese), Islamic Republic of Iran,
Malta (on behalf of the European Union as observer), Türkiye, Argentina
(Spanish), Chile (Spanish) (on behalf of the Group of Friends on the
Responsibility to Protect), Bangladesh (on behalf of the Group of Friends
on the Responsibility to Protect), Sri Lanka, Equatorial Guinea (Spanish).

Verbatim records of 66th plenary meeting of the
General Assembly on “The responsibility to protect
and the prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity” (A/75/PV.66) 

2021

Summary: The following Member States made a statement on this agenda
item at the 66th Plenary meeting on 18 May 2021 before the Committee
voted on the draft resolution: Albania, Kiribati, Ecuador (Spanish),
Colombia (Spanish), Egypt, Russian Federation (Russian), Nicaragua
(Spanish), Indonesia, Singapore, Cuba (Spanish), Pakistan.
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https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/121/16/pdf/n2112116.pdf


Statement on behalf of the Group of Friends of the
Responsibility to Protect at the 2024 UN General
Assembly Debate on R2P

Summary: This statement by Croatia on behalf of the Group of Friends of
the Responsibility to Protect, an informal intergovernmental organization
consisting of 56 members along with the European Union, recapitulates
the recent progress related to RtoP and highlights certain key suggestions
such as the necessity to include assessments of the implementation of
recommendations of previous SG reports in the forthcoming SG Report.

2024
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2023

Summary: This statement is about the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and
explores a relationship that was recognized as crucial from the very
inception of the conceptualization of the Responsibility to Protect, the
intersection between development and R2P. The statement underlines
that development can build the conditions for sustainable peace,
equitable growth and accountable governance and thereby cement the
prospects for realizing the fundamental purposes and objectives of the
Responsibility to Protect.

Statement by the UN Special Adviser on R2P at the
2023 UN General Assembly Debate on R2P

2022

Summary: This statement was delivered by H.E Ambassador Olof Skoog,
Head of the European Union Delegation to the UN. The statement
touches upon the necessity of youth’s involvement in the process of
promoting and implementing R2P, while discussing various actions taken
by both the EU and the UN.

European Union Statement delivered at the 76th
Session of the UN General Assembly on the
Responsibility to protect and the prevention of
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes
against humanity.

Statements

10

https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/2024-gof-r2pdebate-statement/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/2024-gof-r2pdebate-statement/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/2024-gof-r2pdebate-statement/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/statement-by-the-un-special-adviser-on-r2p-at-the-2023-un-general-assembly-debate-on-r2p/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/statement-by-the-un-special-adviser-on-r2p-at-the-2023-un-general-assembly-debate-on-r2p/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-responsibility-protect-and-prevention-genocide-war-crimes-ethnic_en?s=63
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-responsibility-protect-and-prevention-genocide-war-crimes-ethnic_en?s=63
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-responsibility-protect-and-prevention-genocide-war-crimes-ethnic_en?s=63
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-responsibility-protect-and-prevention-genocide-war-crimes-ethnic_en?s=63
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-responsibility-protect-and-prevention-genocide-war-crimes-ethnic_en?s=63


R2P IN PRACTICE IN THE CASE OF KYRGYZSTAN

Summary: The OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities Knut
Vollebaek addressed a conference on “R2P: The Next Decade”. In
particular, he analysed the implications of the international community’s
failure to act after fighting broke out in Kyrgyzstan and he issued a formal
early warning. He concluded by reviewing the challenges that R2P faces in
the future, and expressed his confidence that by understanding these
challenges and limitations, the international community’s efforts to
prevent conflicts will become more effective. 

2012
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https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/4/9/87411.pdf


Resolution adopted by the 128th Inter-
Parliamentary Union Assembly 

Summary: The resolution focuses primarily on the role of parliament in
safeguarding civilians’ lives. However, Cuba has dissociated itself from the
entirety of the resolution. 

2013
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2012

Summary: This paper conceptualises the emerging concepts of
responsibility to protect (R2P) and common concerns. Beyond exploring
the foundations of these two concepts, it explains their current interaction
and how they may be developed further in the future. The principle of
common concern responds to obvious institutional deficiencies in
producing global public goods. It obliges states to cooperate in the pursuit
of such goods, such as climate change mitigation and adaptation.

World Trade Institute-Responsibility to Protect (R2P)
and the Emerging Principle of Common Concern 

Documents

12

http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/128/res-1.htm
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/128/res-1.htm
https://health.ec.europa.eu/publications/tracking-framework-implementation-commission-communication-comprehensive-approach-mental-health_en
https://www.wti.org/media/filer_public/9b/df/9bdf2080-37b0-460f-98bb-d63e418ad88a/responsibility_to_protect_and_common_concern_final.pdf
https://www.wti.org/media/filer_public/9b/df/9bdf2080-37b0-460f-98bb-d63e418ad88a/responsibility_to_protect_and_common_concern_final.pdf
https://www.wti.org/media/filer_public/9b/df/9bdf2080-37b0-460f-98bb-d63e418ad88a/responsibility_to_protect_and_common_concern_final.pdf


Recent Country Report: South Sudan

Summary: This report highlights the ongoing violence in South Sudan,
driven by political and ethnic tensions despite existing peace agreements.
The UN documented over 800 victims in late 2023, including killings and
sexual violence, raising serious concerns as the country approaches
elections. The situation is further complicated by resource competition and
climate change, leading to widespread displacement and a humanitarian
crisis affecting over 9 million people. The report underscores the urgent
need for international attention to prevent further atrocities.

2024
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2024
Summary: This report details the worsening crisis in Central Sahel, where
armed groups and counterterrorism operations have led to widespread
violence, war crimes, and human rights abuses. The conflict has resulted in
thousands of civilian deaths and millions of displaced people. The
military's operations, often accompanied by mercenaries, have been linked
to potential war crimes, including extrajudicial killings and sexual violence.
The withdrawal of international peacekeeping forces has further
compromised civilian protection, exacerbating the already dire
humanitarian situation.

The present situation in Central Sahel

African Group

13

2023

Summary: The UN Independent Fact-Finding Mission on Libya expressed
deep concern over the country’s deteriorating human rights situation in its
final report today, concluding there are grounds to believe a wide array of
war crimes and crimes against humanity have been committed by State
security forces and armed militia groups. The investigation outlines a
broad effort by authorities to repress dissent by civil society, documented
numerous cases of arbitrary detention, murder, rape, enslavement,
extrajudicial killing and enforced disappearance.

Report of the Independent Fact-Finding Mission on
Libya

https://health.ec.europa.eu/publications/tracking-framework-implementation-commission-communication-comprehensive-approach-mental-health_en
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/mali/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session50/A_HRC_52_CRP.8-EN.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session50/A_HRC_52_CRP.8-EN.docx


The African Union and the responsibility to protect

Summary: This article discusses how the African Union, as a major
contributor to peace and security, has embraced and further entrenched
the concept of the responsibility to protect. It traces the concept from the
time when the former Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi
Annan, challenged the international community to agree on the basic
principles and processes of when intervention should occur in order to
protect humanity against gross violations of human rights. It further
discusses how the government of Canada responded to this challenge
through the establishment of the International Commission on
Intervention and State Sovereignty, which undertook extensive work in an
attempt to unpack the meaning of the concept.

2014
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African Group (cont.)
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https://www.saflii.org/za/journals/AHRLJ/2010/7.pdf


Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea
Summary: The present report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Elizabeth
Salmón, is submitted pursuant to A/HRC/52/28. In this report, the Special
Rapporteur will provide a comprehensive analysis of accountability efforts
made in the last decade since the report of the Commission of Inquiry on
Human Rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. The report
will also examine what measures need to be taken to further advance
accountability for human rights violations committed by the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.

2024
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2018
Summary:This report by the UN Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission on Myanmar documents extensive human rights violations and
possible crimes against humanity committed against the Rohingya people
and other ethnic minorities. The military is implicated in mass killings,
sexual violence, and widespread destruction, leading to the displacement
of hundreds of thousands. The report calls for accountability and
international legal action to address these atrocities.

Report of the independent international fact-finding
mission on Myanmar

Asia-Pacific Group

15

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-peoples-republic-korea/report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-democratic-peoples-republic-korea-ahrc5563-advance-unedited-version
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-peoples-republic-korea/report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-democratic-peoples-republic-korea-ahrc5563-advance-unedited-version
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-peoples-republic-korea/report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-democratic-peoples-republic-korea-ahrc5563-advance-unedited-version
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf


QUARTERLY REPORT ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION IN HAITI

Summary: This report covers the deteriorating human rights situation in
Haiti, marked by escalating gang violence, extrajudicial killings, and
widespread sexual violence. The report highlights the impact on
vulnerable communities, including women and children, and emphasizes
the need for strengthened law enforcement and justice mechanisms to
combat impunity. It also underscores the humanitarian crisis, with
thousands displaced and in need of urgent aid.

2024
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2024
Summary: The UN Secretary-General’s report on Haiti, dated July 3, 2024,
outlines the severe security and humanitarian challenges facing the
country. Escalating gang violence, political instability, and economic
hardship have worsened the situation, leading to widespread suffering
among civilians, including increased deaths and displacements. The report
also discusses the difficulties faced by the UN Integrated Office in Haiti
(BINUH) in its mission to support the Haitian government's stabilization
efforts and improve human rights.

United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti Report of
the Secretary-General

Latin American and
Caribbean Group

16

2023
Summary: The present report, submitted to the Human Rights Council
pursuant to its resolution 51/29 of 7 October 2022, contains the findings of
the independent international fact-finding mission on the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela. The report focuses on two areas: (i) the State
apparatus and its mechanisms of repression and restrictions on civic and
democratic space; and (ii) the establishment of the Directorate of Strategic
and Tactical Actions (DAET) as part of the Bolivarian National Police (PNB)
in July 2022 as the continuation, in terms of structure, command and
modus operandi, of the Special Action Forces (FAES).

Report of the independent international fact-finding
mission on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

https://binuh.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/quarterly_report_on_the_human_rights_situation_in_haiti.pdf
https://binuh.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/quarterly_report_on_the_human_rights_situation_in_haiti.pdf
https://binuh.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/report_of_the_un_secretary-general_on_the_situation_in_haiti_on_binuh_july_3rd_2024.pdf
https://binuh.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/report_of_the_un_secretary-general_on_the_situation_in_haiti_on_binuh_july_3rd_2024.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/report-independent-international-fact-finding-mission-bolivarian-republic-venezuela-ahrc5457-advance-unedited-version
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/report-independent-international-fact-finding-mission-bolivarian-republic-venezuela-ahrc5457-advance-unedited-version


EU RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT-ATROCITY
PREVENTION TOOLKIT

Summary: This toolkit delves into risk assessment and designs an approach
for delegations to act upon potential warnings. This will help delegates
tailor their strategies for dealing with contemporary hurdles in the field of
R2P. 

2018
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European Group
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https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eu_r2p_atrocity_prevention_toolkit.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eu_r2p_atrocity_prevention_toolkit.pdf


Summary of the UN Secretary-General’s 2024 Report
on R2P, Responsibility to Protect

Summary: This is an article about the United Nations Secretary-General’s
2024 Report on R2P. It discusses the current state of affairs regarding the
Responsibility to Protect. It highlights the ongoing human rights
violations and the insufficient response of the international community.
It emphasizes the importance of prevention and protection as a
continuous process. It highlights the use of legal protection, preventive
diplomacy, physical protection, and humanitarian aid as some of the
ways to prevent and protect populations from atrocity crimes.

2024
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Group of Friends of the Responsibility to Protect

Summary: The Group of Friends of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) is a
coalition of United Nations member states committed to advancing the
principles of R2P and preventing atrocity crimes like genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. The group acts as
a platform for coordination, advocacy, and dialogue among like-minded
countries to support the operationalization of R2P. This website provides
key information about the establishment of the group and its activities.
The group plays a vital role in ensuring that R2P remains a priority within
the UN system and among the international community.

2024

Geneva and the Human Rights Council

Summary: The Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (GCR2P)
has established a significant presence in Geneva to advance the
institutionalization of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) within the
United Nations human rights system, particularly through the Human
Rights Council (HRC). As the sole non-governmental organization in
Geneva dedicated specifically to preventing atrocity crimes, GCR2P
collaborates with diplomatic missions, including the Group of Friends of
R2P, to bolster support for R2P and enhance the HRC's role in atrocity
prevention. Their efforts encompass working with various stakeholders—
such as governments, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, and Special Procedures—to ensure timely
implementation of R2P and to strengthen early warning capacities.
Additionally, GCR2P provides in-depth country-specific analyses to inform
HRC actions, advocates for the establishment of investigative
mechanisms, and promotes the integration of atrocity prevention
perspectives within the Universal Periodic Review process. 

2024
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https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/summary-2024-report/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/summary-2024-report/
https://www.globalr2p.org/group-of-friends-of-the-responsibility-to-protect/
https://www.globalr2p.org/creating-a-hub-for-r2p-in-geneva/


Whither Atrocity Prevention at the UN? Look Beyond
R2P and the Security Council

Summary: The article "Whither Atrocity Prevention at the UN? Look
Beyond R2P and the Security Council" examines the United Nations'
efforts in preventing atrocities beyond the Responsibility to Protect (R2P)
framework and the actions of the Security Council. It argues that, despite
challenges and criticisms, various UN bodies have made significant,
though often overlooked, contributions to atrocity prevention. The
authors suggest that focusing solely on R2P and the Security Council's
role may obscure the broader and more nuanced reality of the UN's
engagement in this area.
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UN Security Council and Human Rights: An Inquiry
into the Legal Foundations of the Responsibility to
Protect in International Law

Summary: This article examines the legal basis for the concept of the
responsibility to protect (R2P) in international law. Accordingly, the
article attempts to determine the extent to which various elements of
the concept have already been incorporated into existing international
instruments as well as in customary international law. It also ascertains
the extent to which the concept has been accepted as a binding norm of
international law, particularly in view of the burgeoning activities and
resolutions concerning its use. The study analyses the existing provisions
of major international instruments concerning the responsibility to
protect, such as the Genocide Convention and Geneva Conventions, as
interpreted by the International Court of Justice in its opinions. Finally, as
part of the conclusion, the article evaluates the scope and limitations of
the concept of R2P under international law.

2022

An R2P Commission: A Proposal for Holding States
Accountable to Their Responsibility to Protect

Summary: This article examines an entirely new and supplementary
mechanism to assist in R2P's implementation; it calls for the creation of
an “R2P Commission.” This is a suggestion for a body composed of
independent elected experts to scrutinize state practice across R2P's
“three pillars.” It argues that an R2P Commission would provide an
effective and feasible supplementary body to enhance R2P's
implementation via determinations of where manifest R2P failures have
occurred, review of international practice vis-à-vis atrocity prevention
and response, and recommendations for altering practice and potential
response action.

2022

World Federation of United Nations Associations 19

https://www.stimson.org/2023/whither-atrocity-prevention-at-the-un-look-beyond-r2p-and-the-security-council/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/whither-atrocity-prevention-at-the-un-look-beyond-r2p-and-the-security-council/
https://utrechtjournal.org/articles/10.5334/ujiel.471
https://utrechtjournal.org/articles/10.5334/ujiel.471
https://utrechtjournal.org/articles/10.5334/ujiel.471
https://academic.oup.com/isagsq/article/2/1/ksac012/6546413?login=false
https://academic.oup.com/isagsq/article/2/1/ksac012/6546413?login=false


POC and R2P: Commonalities and Differences  

Summary: This article deals with the interlinkages between the
Protection of Civilians and the Responsibility to Protect. Although they
are two different concepts, this article will help an individual understand
how both principles compliment one another. This understanding is
crucial considering that the implementation of R2P requires elements
which one can find in the POC principle. 

2021

The Responsibility to Protect: A Background Briefing

Summary: This article discusses the history and development of R2P, the
types of human rights abuses it covers, and the different ways in which
it can be implemented. It also explores the challenges and controversies
surrounding the implementation of R2P, delivering an in-depth
understanding of the critical concepts revolving around the topic area. 

2021
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R2P and Prevention: The International Community
and Its Role in the Determinants of Mass Atrocity

Summary: This article examines a number of ways in which key actors of
the international community contribute to determinants of mass
violence and further offers recommendations for how they could better
discharge their long-term preventative responsibilities by first reforming
their own practices.

2020

R2P and Prevention: The International Community
and Its Role in the Determinants of Mass Atrocity

Summary: This article argues that R2P documents, and the doctrine’s
supporters, fail to fully appreciate the ways in which the international
community is a contributing factor in underwriting determinants of
violence across the globe in a way that undermines and contradicts what
is needed for root cause prevention under Pillar II. This article reimagines
prevention in a way that emancipates the international community from
its current stalled role and thinking regarding preventative measures so
as to demonstrate a more effective concern for individuals at risk of
mass atrocities.

2020

https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/poc-and-r2p-commonalities-and-differences/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/poc-and-r2p-commonalities-and-differences/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-responsibility-to-protect-a-background-briefing/
https://brill.com/view/journals/gr2p/13/1/article-p60_60.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/gr2p/13/1/article-p60_60.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/gr2p/13/1/article-p60_60.xml?language=en
https://brill.com/view/journals/gr2p/13/1/article-p60_60.xml?language=en


The United Nations Security Council’s
Implementation of the Responsibility to Protect: A
Review of Past Interventions and Recommendations
for Improvement

Summary: This article analyzes eleven country-specific case studies,
which demonstrate that the presence of certain conditions enable the
U.N. Security Council to successfully implement its R2P mandate. The
Article also identifies recommendations for strengthening international
institutions so that implementation of R2P by the Security Council in the
coming decades will successfully save civilian populations from mass
atrocity crimes.
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Tenth Anniversary of the Responsibility to Protect
(R2P)- Implementing R2P in the Geneva Context – a
Focus on Prevention

Summary: The remarks by Volker Türk, Assistant High Commissioner for
Protection, commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Responsibility to
Protect (R2P) and emphasize the progress and challenges in preventing
atrocity crimes. Türk highlights the link between such crimes and rising
displacement rates, noting over 59.5 million displaced persons globally,
often due to violent conflicts targeting minority groups. He underscores
the need to address root causes of displacement, including poverty,
marginalization, impunity, and resource competition, while stressing the
role of humanitarian actors in prevention, protection, and promoting
solutions for displaced populations.
Humanitarian actors contribute by monitoring violations, engaging with
warring parties, fostering social cohesion, and supporting displaced
persons’ rights. They play a critical role in post-conflict stabilization,
voluntary repatriation, local integration, and promoting durable
solutions such as legal status, education, and employment opportunities.
Türk calls for enhanced multilateral cooperation and prevention-focused
initiatives like the UN’s “Rights up Front,” the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda, and the World Humanitarian Summit to tackle
the multifaceted causes of displacement and atrocity crimes. 

2015

RtoP turns 10

Summary: This article summarizes the progress of RtoP from 2005 to
2015. Helpful for individuals to grasp the elements of this decade-long
journey in a concise manner.

2015

https://cjil.uchicago.edu/print-archive/united-nations-security-councils-implementation-responsibility-protect-review-past
https://cjil.uchicago.edu/print-archive/united-nations-security-councils-implementation-responsibility-protect-review-past
https://cjil.uchicago.edu/print-archive/united-nations-security-councils-implementation-responsibility-protect-review-past
https://cjil.uchicago.edu/print-archive/united-nations-security-councils-implementation-responsibility-protect-review-past
https://www.unhcr.org/media/tenth-anniversary-responsibility-protect-r2p-implementing-r2p-geneva-context-focus-prevention
https://www.unhcr.org/media/tenth-anniversary-responsibility-protect-r2p-implementing-r2p-geneva-context-focus-prevention
https://www.unhcr.org/media/tenth-anniversary-responsibility-protect-r2p-implementing-r2p-geneva-context-focus-prevention
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ethics-and-international-affairs/article/responsibility-to-protect-turns-ten/ACF97A60B5553FA72E5C4E015FBDB8E7


The Responsibility to Protect and the International
Criminal Court: counteracting the crisis

Summary: The article explores the interconnected roles of the
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and the International Criminal Court (ICC)
in addressing atrocity crimes, emphasizing their potential to counteract
crises and promote global justice. It examines the challenges both
initiatives face, including criticisms of selectivity, political manipulation,
and limited enforcement capabilities. Despite these issues, the article
argues that R2P and the ICC complement each other, with R2P focusing
on prevention and response to atrocity crimes and the ICC ensuring
accountability through legal mechanisms. The synergy between the two
frameworks is crucial for advancing international norms, enhancing
state accountability, and fostering a collective commitment to
protecting vulnerable populations. The paper concludes with
recommendations for strengthening the effectiveness and legitimacy of
both R2P and the ICC in achieving their shared goals.
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International Humanitarian Law and the
Responsibility to Protect: A handbook

Summary: This serves as a general guide to individuals wishing to
understand the similarities and differences between IHL and R2P, while
simultaneously gaining knowledge about the functionality of R2P.

2011

Research Paper No. 185 Refugees, internally
displaced persons and the ‘responsibility to protect’
(UNHCR)

Summary: The document "Refugees, Internally Displaced Persons, and
the ‘Responsibility to Protect’" explores the relationship between forced
displacement and the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) doctrine. It
examines how atrocities like genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and
crimes against humanity are often the root causes of large-scale
displacement, both internally and across borders. The text underscores
the responsibilities of states to protect their populations and prevent
such crimes, while also detailing the international community’s duty to
intervene when states are unable or unwilling to do so. It further
discusses the legal, moral, and operational challenges in protecting
displaced populations and ensuring durable solutions, emphasizing the
need for global cooperation and adherence to R2P principles.

2010

https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/field/field_publication_docs/INTA91_1_03_Ainley.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/field/field_publication_docs/INTA91_1_03_Ainley.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.au/globalassets/cms-assets/documents/about-us/ihl-r2p-responsibility-to-protect.pdf
https://www.redcross.org.au/globalassets/cms-assets/documents/about-us/ihl-r2p-responsibility-to-protect.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/4b97b0909.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/4b97b0909.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/4b97b0909.pdf
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Implementing the Responsibility to Protect in the
Asia Pacific

Summary: This acts as an assessment report of challenges faced and/or
observed over the past two years and it summarizes the progress made
with regards to the net increase in effective implementation of RtoP
within the Asia-Pacific Region. The report also suggests certain key
recommendations directed towards further amelioration of the situation.

2023

THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT IN THE AMERICAS

Summary: This paper assesses recent protracted and emerging atrocity
crises by examining various institutional and hybrid risk factors present in
Venezuela, Nicaragua and El Salvador. This paper also provides
recommendations for governments to identify gaps and opportunities to
address atrocity risks in their own country, as well as how to strengthen
the region's atrocity prevention capacities by presenting options
available on the regional and multilateral level to ensure robust and
time-sensitive response.

2024

23

Case Study: Sudan and international community’s
responsibility to protect

Summary: This article discusses the ongoing conflict in Sudan and the
international community's responsibility to protect its citizens. It
expresses deep concern over the escalating violence, displacement of
civilians, and humanitarian crisis in Sudan while emphasizing the urgency
of the situation, citing the potential for the conflict to destabilize the
entire region. The article highlights the international community's failure
to fulfill its responsibility to protect Sudan, contrasting the significant
attention and support given to the Ukrainian conflict with the relative
neglect of Sudan. It calls for immediate action from the international
community, including the provision of humanitarian aid, support for
diplomatic efforts, and the imposition of targeted sanctions on those
responsible for the violence

2023

https://r2pasiapacific.org/files/12054/R2P%20Baseline%20FINAL%20DRAFT%202024.pdf
https://r2pasiapacific.org/files/12054/R2P%20Baseline%20FINAL%20DRAFT%202024.pdf
https://www.globalr2p.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-March-R2P-In-The-Americas-En.pdf
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/in-sudan-where-is-the-international-communitys-responsibility-to-protect/
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/in-sudan-where-is-the-international-communitys-responsibility-to-protect/
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The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) through the
Human Rights Lens: Implications for South-east Asia

Summary: This speech by Professor Emeritus Vitit Muntarbhorn
reconceptualizes the evolution of R2P whilst discussing how the human
rights dimension helps to concretize the R2P by interlinking between the
role of the State and its population(s) in the sense that human rights are
based upon entitlements advocated by the population to the State itself.
Furthermore, it interlinks and analyzes the situation in the ASEAN
countries and a few neighboring countries while laying out
recommendations for countries at an international level. 

2019

Sub-regional organisations and the responsibility to
protect: A case for the localisation and normative
repatriation of sub-regional authority for coercive
measures

Summary: This article utilizes the differences between the original R2P
concept and the R2P norm adopted by the UNGA as well as subsequent
discourses and state practice flowing from these differences to argue for
R2P's localisation in the African context and for the normative
repatriation of the authority of sub-regional organizations to adopt
coercive measures under R2P. The article uses the Economic Community
of West African States to illustrate the potential for sub-regional
organizations to implement R2P when accorded the requisite regional
and international support.

2021

24

India’s evolving views on responsibility to protect
(R2P) and humanitarian interventions: The
significance of legitimacy

Summary: This paper evaluates India’s evolving views on R2P and HIs
through the prism of legitimacy. It also demonstrates why the outcome
of an HI, whether through the medium of the R2P or otherwise, matters
as much as motives. It establishes the conceptual basis of legitimacy in
both its institutional and normative variants and respectively deals with
two cases in which formal institutional and domestic political legitimacy
undergirded Indian HIs. The paper also explains the concept of R2P and
analyzes India’s official and non-official views on the doctrine.
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Libya and the Future of the Responsibility to Protect
– African and European Perspectives

Summary: This paper discusses how Resolution 1973 was received in two
relevant regional settings – the European Union (EU) and the African
Union (AU) – and how implementation of the resolution will impact on
the interpretation of R2P in both regional organizations. The paper
refers to the experiences in Libya and suggests taking immediate action
on the principle of local ownership. 
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Protect: Normative Reframing or Normative
Change?

Summary: This paper talks about three aspects: (1) regional organizations
remain politicized, reframing RtoP in divergent ways that dilute the
strength of the norm; (2) politicization of the RtoP discourse constrains
regional norm localization processes; (3) politicization and reframing of
RtoP inhibit regional normative change and limit the potential for timely
and decisive responses to protect civilians.
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