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Summary of the panel discussion on youth and human rights

P

Summary

The present report was prepared in accordance with resolution 32/1 of the Human
Rights Council, in which the Council decided to convene a panel discussion on
youth and human rights, and requested the United Nations High Comissioner for
Haman Right toprrars a rsprt herr. The panel dscussion rganzed by the
Rights,

Office
September 2016, at hethirty-thrd sessio o he Counci

ffitoooooo e

Key Terms
Active citizenship: When people participate in
ir community and democracy beyond just

voting. This can include volunteering, attending
town meetings, or starting campaigns for change.

Empowerment The process o becoming sranger

onfiden, sspecly in controling one's
fife and claiming one's ights. t often involve
gaining knowledge, sklls, and resources.

Human Rights framework: A set of principles,
that define and protect the
ms all people should have.
rsal
Declaration of Human Righ

Legal personhood: The recognition that someone.
s ightsand responsiiities nderth aw.

things like sign contracts,
own property, and seek justice in court,

Political disengagement: When people don't
ipate in polltics or civic lfe, often because

water, shelter, education, or healthcare.

Stakeholder: A person, group, or organization
that has a interest o concrn n a partclar s
or project In human rights stakehoiders an
ndude govermmants, NGO, and arfected
communities

Treaty body: A committee of independent experts
et monitors howwll countres ore.
mplementing and following iternatonal huran
rights treaties. They review reports and m:
eommendarions 1o marovemman g
situations.

United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights To top UN offidal resparbl or
pramoting and protecting hufnan

crimide. Trey lead the UN' hamah rights
efforts i speak out ageinst violations.

Universal Periodic Review: A process where the
human right ecordof every UN member county
is examined every few years. It allows countries to.
share best practices and commit to improving
their human rights ituation.

‘Young people: Individuals typically between the
ages of 15 and 24, but sometimes including those
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Introduction

1 32
Wi sssona panel discusion onyouth and human fghts ¢ eguested he Unted Natons
High Commissioner for Human Rights 10 liaise with Sta olders, incluing
relovant Unied Natons agencio, funds and mgummss the treaty badies, the special

e s Coune. nona Ruman Hghs ntiutions an i sty
Inclaing representaties of youth organzatons, wih a W o ensutng thel patcipation
the panel discussion.

2

c whicha

statement by the Envoy of the Secretary-General on Youth was screened. The panellists

verea member

the European Youth he Asociacién Tiera de X [
Jvad

Head of d H
Sciences Sector, Multsectoral Regional Ofice for Central Arica, Yaounde, o the United

1 Did you know that...
The Office of the High Commissioner for

Rightsis the top N official responsible for
otecting human rights
worldwide.

1 Did you know that...

UN stakeholders on the topic include UNICEF,
UNESCO, UN Youth Envoy, WHO, UNFPA and
many

1 Did you know that...

A stakeholder is a person, group, o

organization that has an interest or concern in

2 particular issue or project. In human rights,

stakeholders can include governments, NGOS,
and affected communities.
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3 Something to think about.
Did the representative of your Member State

deliver an important point for you to take
notice of?

ractices

Something to think about..

ing quesi
a

15-35, reflecting longer transitions into
adulthood.

Some UN entities adapt the definition o fit the
scope of thei e

. For exampi

+ UN-Habitat: Uses 15-32 years in its Youth
Fund and urban development projects.

ressing issues of

Lo 1Intemxtmna\ Labour Organization)
Includes individuals aged 15-29 w
scsing youth empiyment

3 Something to think about.

Empowerment is the process of bect

stronger and more confident, espemuy i

controling ones feand laiming one'sig
Coen muenvesgating knowhedo sl and

resources.
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4 Did you know that.

For comparison, in 1950, there were 7:
iionyoung Feeple around the workd. That's
slmost 3 250% increase n s han one

11 Opening remarks

n hundred y
soneration
ofourt 8 billon young
ith 4 Did you know that.
thanadalts, According o he UN,migrants re ictms of
e heir gt multiple and inters

drminton, neaualty and structural and
standards of ving. il dymaic htead o dmnishd gnd

inequal leves of power and enjoyment
B right

m
foball

et e 2015, incon 5 Did you know that.

Poverty is the conition where people lack the
people. In Niger, - inSouth Sudan, 17 Yemen, basic resources needed for adecent standard
ey o efing ofin nvolves ot hving enough

i Austra, 16, more oo, ean water,sheler, educaton, o
o healthcar
i . only

b
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gobally was 53. tedt

ted
hs

of young populations was of benefit o al.

.
gl
loyment, safe h gt
igh
Violations. ] el
being; dihe
Iso derailed

the realization of multiple other rights, sich as the rights to education, employment and
politcal paticipation. The priorities for action were clear. There was a need t0:(2) ensure

 as those wer
the building blocks
) give b i e) keep
p
il
7
P
ppor while
LI
Agenda of the Third "
jtable and
youth development was a common feature of the 17 Goals.
[ held
Istanbul, Turkey,in 201
d the
movement had issues were

processes.
youth and human rights, and the Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of
Law, in

Togethn

4 review of the
uestion of theirrghts in the work of the Council

6 Something to think about.
Legal Personhood is the condition in which

individual i recognized as a subject of rights
and responsibiltes.

7  Something to think about.
Food for thought: What could a systematic and
meaningful incorporation of youth in the ULN.
system look fike?

7 Something to think about.
ECOs0C YauthForum i o be

The a
platform for dialogue between Member States
D young leaders rom arounclhe world

Did you know that.

Compact has over 60 members, including

local NG
organizations and netws
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. iew of th fons by the p
5.
g peopl i
noun
Young people
Tt
Fand
could b left for generations to come.
10,
that n ights
it provsion for
young pecpl.
@ people, mportant
g o
s,
tobaccoand
arug abuse.
1.
dyouth
alackof health-care
oflteracy. Young g
hether o general,
e
ung
ble.
affordable and of igh qualty.
1 gpeople,
rights for
e rghtsof P

disagere
dialogy

9 | Something to think about.
Pronp identifying the challenges and best
te you represent will prove
Coeuraunng the sesions.

10 Did you know that.
The Covenant has 172 State Parties and is one

of the core documents of Human Rights
around the world,

11 Something to think about.

What steps has your State taken to address the
challenges young people face?

12 Something to think about.

frotpr il daing reseach denty fyour
State provides statistics related to the

hiciare avilape and u o dot. Ti esely
translates to the attention it gives to the topic.

12 Something to think about.

‘The Human Rights Framework is a set of
prindpies laws, and guidelnes tht defne and
Protect the basi rights and freedom:

D eople st hove Tt ncludes documents ke
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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marginalized groups.

1,

taken by Youth
the world. 15 and 24

he als
noted that, o1
than 40 pe
unemployed
der,disability

th ligious belief identity,

ducated,
to:a lack of poltcal will

14
a o
i pecial procedure
] dNations High
developa
by
by youth organizatons.
15, sociacion Tiera o
ElSalvador would,
lose t dedb
they no longer g o
Forth
to ther ignorance, lack For cxample,a
fing a
formal sector obs,
of tacr e
formal sector employment
16,
o seekjustce.
ights,
Teve, l Salvador.
o
rights
A2 i

13 Did you know that.

since the publication o this document. he
number of illterate young people has fallen to
355 mitlon. Thats s & 300 decresie

13 Something to think about...

Though radiionallypoverty has been defined
asearmingless than $2a day. t e rored
that itis mainly characterized

rprtiton ofbose hman e e food,
safedrinking wate,saiation fcilte,health
services and shelfer

14 Something to think about.

The Universal Periodic Review s a mechanism

improve human rights ituation.

15 Something to think about.

Protip: A good way of identifying what are the

needs of your country is identifying what non-

governmental organizsions st on the topic
and what are their main activ

16 Did you know that.

Judicial corruption s a threat to human rights
as it impedes their realization by undermining
the rule of law and obstructing access to
justice.
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Even worse,
problems and the cause of tensions both at the local and global levels. Canversely, the

greater justce, transparency and participation.
18,

lawand
institutions,

oy

inthe

0 be valued and
especially in decisions affecting them and future generations.

1.

the application

peaple. Under

human rights

religious

people.

periods.

2,

valued stakehe

i there had

17 Something to think about.

Activecizership s when theindvidul
actively er

Volumteeing, and advocating for auses.

18 Something to think about.
Political disengagement is the withdrawal from

articipating in democratic processes. It
threatens the realization of political rights and
the foundation of democratic societies.

18 Something to think about.

Food for thought: Human rights are
interdependent, which means that each right
cannot be fuly enjoyed without 1

Can you think of other examples of rights that
affect each other?

19 Something to think about.

Treaty bodies are committees of independent
experts that monitor implementation of the
core international human rights treaties.

20  Did you know that.

Did you know... These are the median age by
continent (though it greatly varies between
untries)

Food or thought Gender vilence
disproportionatelyafectsvomen.as onein
tiec have experinced

o youhink ofother typesof rghts
violations that affect one group more than
others?
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held
Tt the African outh Charter
reatiosat al levo
Summary of the discussion
23. by
e
23 Something to think about..
Did heState you represent make a satement
tuguese-speaking oupo during the dscussion?
o ARy by You can read it on the panel discussion’s

B
Counc fEuope, Romani gy th Pepunicof e, e, v oo Span
Maldives.

22,
Did you know that...
Commission, the World » tion, th you
¢ In a survey conducted by the International
Federa e X Labor Organizaton,over 73% of young people
Internaional omme. surveyed were impacted by closures of
25, educaton insttutons and iraining centers
foep Yy during the COVID-19 pandern
g people,
m
i 26 Something to think about...
puti for thought:In order to meet the
instabilty, conflct and violonce. Sovainable Deelopmens God 5 necesry
for businesses to be involved.
26, Nonethel How can business involvement contribute to
the realization of youth human rights?
P
need p
Eucat
cmpowerment inthe contextof the 2030 Agenda.
2.
while
pointed o &
of armed

should be a pririty fo al States.
28,
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=

developmen, conflct prevention and the realizaton of human rights.
2.

1o examples of the rights of chidren
people. One national h b the abuse of

Convention against Torture and ther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.

Noneth

i oer
with 131
lthough th

remained limited intheir funding and poltcal influence.
30.

g
processes. i the 2030 Agend:
but noted that i order for it

processes.

Conclusions

31

transitions.
b

young people.

universal periodic review.

reduce sch which
o ik

Isputes.
‘the initiat

[ )

29  Something to think about...
The Protocol aims to prevent torture and ill-
treatment through a system of regular visis to

fetention centers and cooperation.
Has your State ratified the Protocol?

29 Something to think about...
Does the State you represent protect freedom
of expression and freedom of assembly?

Have there been social movements where
youth has been suppressed?

30 Something to think about...
Have you noticed how the rights of children

continuation whichshould provide  safe
passage to adul

30 Did you know that...

Across the following Sustainable Development
Goals, there are 20 targets which are strongly
foa

Zero Hunger, Quality Education, Gender
Equality, Decent Work and Economic Growth,
Reduced Inequalities, and Climate Action.

31 Something to think about...

Food for thought: You may have noticed that
issues like lack of access to education or to
lthcare services are not due to a lack of

that these issues are adequately addressed in
an international setting

Something to think about.

Food for thought: When thinking about
solutions to address the 2030 Agenda, a good
axiom i to “think globally, act locally", which

ans to hink of how Y04 could contribute fo
Sohing a global challenge by acting i your
community.
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Furth
rights treaty bodies on the rights of young people.

35,

citizenship.

existing fforts in that respect.

36,

Young

those challenges.

35 Something to think about.

Food for thought: How can we make sure that
the solutions we adopt at the Council are
properlyimplemented atall vl o

36 Something to think about.

Food for thought: People experience

chalenges and rghts voltions cifferently

de m their overapping idntite ke
oo

gender, nanonah
T you think of how young peopie vt
Geront denaes o o et
challenges?




